\,

THE

VERY BEST

AFFROVID
BY THI
COMICE
CODE

D

AUTHORITY




HOME AGAN....”
IT6 STRANGE ... AFTER
A LIFETIME OF WHITE
SMOCKS AND GLEAMING
LABCORATORIES... TO
CALL THIS OVERGROWN

CESSPOOL OF A
QMMF’"W"‘*

DWWV ON THE BAYOU ¢

A PALE SUN CROWNS TWISTED )

TREETOPS WITH HALOS OF [
[ | TENTATIVE GOLD.. _

i miGHT EveN (O] ,

BE FUNNY...IF IT JX
WASN‘T... 80

T ﬂﬂ FEr }d’

D

il - ST

SUDDENLY, THE ONCE-MAN’'S BITTER |
THOUGHTS SHATTER, AS...

BRANCHES, TO

H THE '
oy Yy A

ROT AND SLIME -~ [/
- ey AND A BROODING |14
Sheooe | OS5 -DRAPED /4

SIMPLY AS...THE
Shdue .

™ LIKE HELL
Pl ITSELF...WaAS
. HIS

- NG A FAC
MUCK=ENCRUSTED Eusﬁsjﬂlérmsn .
ETENDS A RooT- f| WQULD BE HARD -
TANGLED HAND, FPRESSED TO E...
1 THE FALLEN :
CHILD LOOKS UP=-

BUT SINCE
THEY DON'T SEEM
TC BE...AdNLYy
AT THE AOMENT...
MAYBE I :

NPT mr *M‘E}nu.. TR

BuT BEFORE THE SWAMP THING CAN
|| REACT TO THE STRANGE CHILD'S PLEA...

TR
HE’S ”u |‘!|| TAIN'T

{ CONTURED UP NO MATTER.”
WE KIN KILL
ANOTHER O’ T'H Us 7rwo 4




R T
b,

4 . 4 W e P
=5 - e ., — A i
g 5, Iy = i
m i . .... = S X h
: W o, T S
, e g e
Y . e
L = .

(Rt

Lo

Bl IT 5 84D THAT AMTLIGE § SRLEL, BUT




Z o\ i
| AND 4 #OST DEADL
N WEAPON... IN AN

BUT I'VE
BETTER THINGS
TO PO...THAN TO LET
WITLESS MORONS...

THINK I‘LL

JUST... END
THIS LITTLE

W AT LEAST
Vf NOW... MAYBE I

LORDY, TAGGERT,” q
H-HE’S EVEN STRONGER
TR e
TAKE Al .”

CONTINUED ON SEP PAGE FOLLOWING.] (2




_: ":l_...'n.- ﬁ.'ﬁ;:-:__._-'_;;-'
~ THE KID... W -

4 e TSy

THE FIGHT .+ -
W _,.lil [
2 B G, < N EXFLA
‘r Sk o * w 44 ,
A A o :

( )
ol

‘1

Ty
i
or A

BUT EVEN SELF- PITYING MONSTERS
ARE ENTITLED TO THEIR MOMENTS

CF PRIVACY ==-AND SO WE TAKE OUR ¥
L;.%j*-’EETOF THE SHAMBLING SWAMP ¢

IS5

-=-AND MOVE TO |§] -— A ONCE-PEACE
THE NEARBY FISHING COMMUNITY

AN

VILLAGE OF NOW MORE LIKE SOME
PRELUDE, MEDIEVAL SASTION
LOUIGIANA =~ LOCKED IN A DARK

SLRE WE
CAN.” THEY'S
OIFFERENT,
AIN‘T THEY 7
THEM KIDPS JUST
AIN'T LIKE
THE REST

| VREMEMEBER THE 24y JEB
) WHEELER FIRST SROLGHT
=¥ 'EM /INTO TOWN, SLINKIN' IV LIKE
SOMETHN' OLUTH ONE O THEM
HONSTER

98 “wwry, 1 maoE My
GUT CRAWL




L%/

A AN HOW ELSE DO YOU EXALAW ks
ol ALL THE FISH 2YviN' RiG4T
AFTER THEY SHOWELD UP... Y

Y AN PEOBLE STARTIV 7O LVE
OF D/SEASES NO DOCTOR EVER
HELARD OF...LESSEN THOSE KOS
THEMNSELVES CALsSED /TRY

YN I THAT AT
ENOLGHN, Aow ABoLT

ThE TME we cavenT |1 [

ONE O' THEM FREAKS ||

| Yok wE RLNV ‘EM ouTA4
TOWN AFTER THAT
OEE T4 THE S08S..."

W74 JTIMEO ~-YoLuR | -
OWAr SON.” SLIRE, -
TIMEO 84/ THEY'S
JUET PLAYIN {

S

VBUT THAT W4S BECORE
THOGE HELL =SRqWNED .
MONVSTERS STHARTED

| STHLIN ' THE Sikdme,”




T T

NOW, RAFE, WE GOT (
NO PROOF OF THAT.” YOU \
CAN'T GO AND L4MN
EL'?HI'-.EQHEJLET ‘CAUSE
~ THEYLMA BIT

THE GOTH OF 4.
WE GOTTA WIPE

THEY COME

BuT WHILE THE GoopD
| PEOPLE OF PRELUDE
1 DisCUSS COMMUNITY
M RELATIONS, A CERTAIN
Mogey MAN-BRUTE & W\
RELEVANT DSCOVERY,.. |

VEGETATION...
STRANGELY
il e
CREIELEES
TREYING TO MAKE
ME A MEAL...*?

#AE SEEN (N SHAME TH/NE A 1] AHP#IE

msssrar S THEYE F._--—--
NY ERIENDS ./

-=- WE'RE
GONNA CLEAN
THIS BAYOU

ALL RI
THEN.”WE /7
‘EM--HARD.”

—

......
||||||||

WWITH ALL THATS

BEEN GOING ON...I'D
ALMOST FORGOTTEN
MY THEQORY... ABOUT A




ONLY 74/6 ANT 16 FAR B A RATHER OBVIOUS
FROM COMMON 7., FACT THE INQUISITIVE

FORMICA PALLICEFLLYVA @ A
SCOUEWHAT LOMPOL'S LABEL
GIVEN BY SCIENCE TO THAT SPECIES
MORE GENERALLY REFERREP TO
AS THE COMMON ANT. ..

SWAMP THING WOULD

FIND MOST /INTERESTIVG ==
IF HIS MIND WASN'T
OCCUPIEDP WITH MORE
PRESSING MATTERS -~

g - . I
[}
= s o

-=SUCH AS KEEPING A
P4R OF VISE=STRONG
N MANDC/ELES FROM
CRUSHING HIS LICHEN -
1 STREWN RIB CAGE TO
. Fﬁ‘ﬂﬂul .

THIE SWAMP-.-

15 JUST AULL OF
SURLR/SES..,
ZUNGH ¢...

BUT IF I'M
GOING TO +-» SLIRVIE
THIS ONE... L’ BETTER
GET OUT OF THESE...

“'”’E"E:‘E ﬁmfﬂslr-
BEFORE I END UP... 4
IN TW Hm'n’ l-"ll“I .,"'I I




-.,__"“'f\wl l.’l' l {

STEEL -STRONG MUSCLES e ou:

UNDER MOSSY FLESH, AND o
SKCKENINGLY -~THE SCISSORLIKE
el e A

7 il

- = TAKING EREPWAT
Y s GF m
R PULP WITH THEAM...

7 AND OVER-SIZED OR
7 Ny NOT...IT'S My GUESS THERE'S
NOL LW AR P-ate THE

ALL THAT EULK XY

O 22
[ aéa g

IcAN ITUET;-Ji

GET THE RIGHT
KIND OF

' ‘MEA&E‘H"

I THAT NECK...

A SHOULD
: _._a muu ]

\eERAEE

b
B\
TR UL e ek

S

b .:l,:!

s

T

OKAY, ANTSY, ., Y
YOU'VE 44D /4
YOUR POUND

OF FLESH...

OH, SWELL...LOOKS
LIKE ANTSY HAD...A
AamMY.

THIS PINCHER... ~ \}
15 RAZOR SHARP...

JUST,..GET IT
) LoosE...usE IT
45 A WEAPON...

& THNG GrRABE
) ME..THEY'RE
ESURNING....

A=-AND MY HEAD...
TS SPINNING ...
ﬂﬂﬂmﬂri




"'l."'.\h"nz.‘t'b':- o ‘-"1;"«.\» ety sty \“lf THE " ‘I" ;.". THEH, LlHE pq” EHWLEGETFE HIEHTI'“ARE; .
Y\ AND THEN THE MIND OF i\\,‘ y I\ ?&%’?ﬁf‘u‘é HORDE SURROUNDS THE NOW-HELPLESS [£
N OR. ALEC HOLLAND )5 / ‘e A .
nmens,,. a ag

S RIN T e "“‘, ‘

T ‘ ANTS INJECT THEIR
A VICTIMS,.. WITH THE
STUFF....”I MUST...
HAVE A GALLON
OF [T... IN W
SYSTE

SLAVERING
MANDPIBLES
REACH IN FOR
THE KILL ...

'..-"'

| LIKE TRAINED PETS, THE GIANT - AND 4 Hﬂ!ﬁ! oF
ANTS MES/TATE =~ THEH "4 HEAVY, PAIN=CLOUDED \..¥

STEP BACK == . E"-"'EE EWTI.I"ELE uP 1o =‘*~I|r'a 1
’/f} % ’\ rﬁ o i

A1. L

ENCE DRAPES ITSELF OVER THE
E‘ﬂMMF LIKE 4 CARPET == GENTLING THE

NOW
ON/THE STRANGER'S

, MNRT* WE FAVE
TO GET HIM BACK §
(INTO THE HOUSE.

| '-.i'.i_'h"]ﬂ '|1.« i
'I-"n.:'-x‘u"- ‘:. :




T = — T T, L= = i ' !
£5 ) .

NTIL AT LAST A
PESTINATION 1S
REACH

T xl

RISING OUT OF A CLEARING
LIKE SOME MAD ARCHITECT'S

HOPELESS DREAM, A GREAT
MUSHROOM OF A DWELLING - -

BEAUTY -- A GRACEFUL FLOWER [
NESTLED IN THE FESTERING
SLIME OF THE BOG...
i 7
RN,

T
_1'{!: P

It 15 TO TH/S THAT
THE LUPICROUS
PARADE TRAVELS...

AND IT 15 HERE, HOURS
LATER, THAT MOS5- _
CAKED EYELIDS

FLUTTER OPEN-- &

W/ THar means T
" His BoDY'S & N\

YOU’ RE STILL ‘ a AND YOU/LL

N PRETTY WEAA. \Q

UNDERSTAND.
AY NAME'S DELT4-- O s
AND THESE ARE T EH JueT

e

GU%‘!‘I&E WL A7 LNV
[+

A\ T >
a4 "‘-\‘._ n'_'.;, alll . .,.-1-"" Jf o

/| THE GIRL'S VoICE ]\
4 SOOTHES --HER §
71, EYES COMFORT -~ /&)

’ e ".:-fii"" ,' ';-;;F-_.I.I I::’ I-"I:lr i
P --4AND, ALNOST 45 |F
HE WANTEDP TO, THE
SWAMP GIANT EASES
BACK ==AND RETURNS
TO THE PEALEFUL
CBLVICN OF SLEEP...

- - -
CONTINUED ON 3RO PAGE FOLLOWING. 1| 3

a
)
e




b TAR -HATIGH ’
il AN'T WE GOT ENOUGH
| PoLLur/on IN THIS ,
SWAMP ALREADY 2 NOW
OLUTS/CERS RE ¢
BRINGIN * THEIR

N =

ﬂFﬂﬂﬁM.ﬁﬁﬂEMﬂE
NEVER INTEWOED TO BE WTHESSED.. . BESE| el

"‘. " i.‘r."'.._ P

COULPN'T GET & BE.  // HANNAH 7 W i IMAGES: Visions OF
THAT BLASTED TUBE = BALIES/ AN’ f{” iyl A LONELY OLL RECLLSE
OUT ‘FORE IT SANK == NOT LIKE ANY * AND THREE STRANGE |
BUT AT LEAST I CAN b KIDS I EVER b, FOUNDLINGS ==
GIVE THIS OVER-SIZED & SEEN,” : e
Frorer spa. 1 /| -rufgﬂ:sﬁ =

; " -= AND SEEDCS
MEAN, SOMEONVE S "3 - OF INONESS

GOTTA CARE ABOUT-- BLOOMNG WTo B

Vs/onNs . EvEy &EA@E A TLRES ;--~
SHGELE NV THAT OF 4 FORGOTTEN CYeiNoEt NVOW —
m,eﬁg.v--.d SLITHERNS £ [ W\ LEAKING, SEESNG VILE WASTE
VIPER CALLED IGNORANCE - o N | NTO THE Swane ==
: WHOSE CNLY REACTION : :
] & SQHNETHING NOT LNEERSTOOL
s EJE ANE mm&’- ”e =="='"'--.'



-~ AND CHANGE, ALTERNG GENVES
AND CREATING NEW SEECIES OUT O
OLL ==~ HUGE, BENEVOLENT INGECT'S
WAHOSE OALY Wik /S T SERIE AVD

TINE - SHYET

AN THIE PIETURES b\ GROW, SLOWLY LEARNNG OF
CHANGE 7O 4 SCENE W) MENTAL GIFTS THEY

4 == WHERE SOECIL CILOREY Ty

£

LPOSSESS ! TEL N ESAS,

e I
== A

EA ANG, FNGLLY, IMAGES OF
7 A PR BECOMME THISEES ==
WTH BNVE OF LOSS SAE
N SAQSQoW THET TEdR L7
THE HEQY SO ..

~= ANO BIZARRE, SAMGE
| ASsRE oty ENOUGH BLOCD AND

- o

RELTILES
BELLEES,,,

- :
A 7

T
& |.‘ '\"\-."I"'". M}

a I " qu I /._-__"-'" a-. ;.. Ny ‘ﬁ; - I“- ik,
0 N ™, /Lﬁ*%\h

== ANC MOST WONOROLIS
OF ALL , THIE ABILITY TO
EECOME ONE WITH THE
ELEMENTS, TO WORK

MATURE 45 4 |
SCULPTOR MIGHT WORK

L]

7 1T 'LQ}&:?'I' .
W, . } N\
Ir- :- 5}"’ l.lllk t? .|
y "
o
SN |
¢ oy H' “
L 1 - _,

{
Iy ....,"*\
¥ T

e

... AND GREAT RED-RMMED EYES | yy
FLICKER OPEN ONCE MORE ... g o P77

WE FIGURE SOMECNE
MUST HAVE BEEN
EXPERIMENTING IN




Y VAR
BA
(1]

LR
: *s&

¥ - L]
A 4%

- 3B

ELUPE, THE ATMOSPHERE IS FAR
CONGE,

‘ =22 S omeHow L@
WHILE IN THE SWAMP [T ALAMOST

Z UCHING SCENE -- BUT IN NEARBY

YESSIR, v
I'D LIKE TO SEE
THEM WHEELERS
AN’ THEIR PETS
STANP UP
AGAINST

THIS .~

==

s,
= 5N >4

),
EJ-' '

g,

1

.. AND SENT HIS
CHEMICAL = ORENCHEL |
Bory PLUNGING DEE, |

INTO THE PRIMAL OCZE

T RUBELE...

BEFORE A SEARNG
EXPLOSION TURNED
HIS MARSHLAND LAB Y

7

A

o,

NN\ T B
—=

-

Waas VLY NOW BESWVVING

T LIVCERSTANG AE BOSE
AGAN. ..
—w
Bur RosE
46 SOME-
THING NOT

EViEN THE

ED ON 3 RPPAGE FOLLOWING .

[ ConTINU




2.8 e = =
" ZZ 1= wiar 1 saw \Q I CAN SENSE
| But IN MY *OREAM”,.16 THAT YOU’RE

Haﬁ'iii - Fm EEAL'J'W mET

WORRIED ABOUT
SA\ Ay BE AYTICKET,..| "IT, FRIEND. BUT o) wE

'

_ "SN"BACK TO YOU SHOULDN'T
= R wumaniry... I BE. e
o -' T WAS_COING,
7 ' WE TOOK IT
AWAY AND

=
AN
REST
EASY.os S

LITTLE LADY..,
Yol JUST DON'T
KNOW,

SETH,
. DELTA.” Y=Y4
i : NCr— GOTTA GET
. F}[‘Fﬂf H .I;" .'.| * = ...-"'-. ; |'| . g _‘l:"l . o, F 7 mm HEEE 'f

\ [

\ AR
g

THEY'S COMIN’

. SR B

-| WHILE ACROSS THE MARSH...
= I CAN HARDLY
BEL/IEVE [T...
AFTER ALL THESE
MNONTHS ... TO BE
WITHIN REACH OF
SOMETHING. .. THAT
MIGHT Q42 ME OF
THIS MUCK=-ROTTED

MHERE.”BUT IF
THEY COME BACK
WITHOUT ANY
WARNIN' THEY"LL
BE S/TTIN' )

T DUCKS.”




EF I 'I':AN T ¥
ANALYZE THESE (5=~
CHEMICALS...
FIND OUT HOW THEY
EFFECTEDP THE
ONES. ., THAT

SOAKED INTO
mv 5#!#! di

T
1)%“:‘-:' — ) "q

BUT, 45 CUMBERSOME,

ROOT - GNARLED HANDS
TWIST OPEN A TWME -
RUSTED LID. ..
7 on, No...

NVO... r THE
CHEMICALS....

IS THIS MY
CURSE,.. %
TO COME SO
CLOSE...TO
HGPE-J'-TG

PRAY...

PRAYERS ...
SHOVED BACK
IN MY FACE...
LIKE S0 MUCH
WORTHLESS
BABELE..?

Q

CAN ReEVERSE L)
THE REACTION.., )

fﬁf?ﬂ] - \p
' Xj:'l’f’"%

THEY'VE ALL

TS THE TREE
HOUSE = = TWE Y 'RE
N AILLING OUR

A\ AR/ENDS AT THE

NGOOO 2 THE
PA/N S T SENSE
GREAT L4/ -~

SUPDENLY, THE SWAMP THING 'S

PERGONAL FRUSTRAT/O
SEEM QUITE S0 TR
A

etk

FY L

NI I 0 ~Z .
: AT S

o o Y. A
i TP ,
g N

[ U A s

23 AND 80 IT 16 FOue MESHAPPEN
FIGURES THAT RACE BACK THROUGH




4’
g7,

. ::__:. o, . -q.-r-::.l e T il _'__ -
& -r-.._ ..- - e y - - __-_ -

KIDS.ZTHEY WEREN'T =
CNNED. AFTER AL '

SETTLE UP -
FOR--HUH? | TRyl
“aine sz & AN

r" .
e
.,
oy
5

_J"
o
e

‘ s

L) '

AN
Un

R
e

=
)7

.r-'
v

P 5 . ) Al e \
"r : , " .II-I ! v IiI:. . £ .'.- " "!'I. . 5-” LL- t
—— 4 " '1-':"-_-.-': .. 1 l; i 'II:::'T I e A L 1!" E ot

Sy - =/ S
S/ = GHT,
7/ wolucd. T

. #

: //# SUMP = HEAP, T/
[ I/lfh Gonna erLatTER )
_;,:_l_-r'...___ E A You ALL OVER ==

/,
~
o P ,q-i'

/Jf TH-THE FUEL
N TaNk .7 TS
AR LEAIIN,” T-T
WA\ GOTT




BUT EVEN AS THE SOUND OF
THE BXPLOSION FAPES, IT IS
REPLACED BY A MORE _

- ;i-éfp.ﬁ.ﬂ \-ﬂlﬂgy
BaACK

N FEAR FINALLY

R FINDS STRENGTH | 4l

ENOUGH FOR...

7Y DEAR LORD.
(

> V) ,
;@u' g
’ ;

| 1 il' Ir ] L . “?’_‘
=M LOVE...FOR THESE

VILLAGERS...BUT ) ¥
\, THAT KID DOESN'T -
] DESERVE TO SURN.. .

FOR THE SING OF (iR
HiS FATHER...

o

=S ) i\ 2
r —

=| BUT 45 THE STUMP-LIMBED |/
B SWAMP THING REACHES THE
BLAZING INFERND...

- -"'-
g
\'

IT'6 NO
GO0P,...”THE
FIRE'S TOO
STRONG .¢:.”
THE ONLY WAY
I'M GETTING
THROUSH
THAT.., IS IN
:f”#mtruf

NO, MY
FRIEND == LW?L“EAEFE..
ONLY T HOPE
YOU KNOW...
WHAT YoU' RE

Mﬁil‘.

CONTINUED ON 328 PAGE FOLLOWING.




THE MOSSY MAN=-BRUTE
TO CLIMB, THE GLENDER
ILD EXTENDS HER ARMS, HER 3
ND REACHING OUT WITH LANCES
F O, bt OLIE A —

1] Il-‘

L] WL -,

£
et 7

Uzmu. AT LAST, THE
FIERY SUMMIT 1S
/) SAFELY REACHED... g\

YOU CAN'T 3
CARRY US BOTH...
WITH JUST

ON DOWN FIRST--
Y-YoU CAN COME
'y . Fﬂﬁ. ME y

— .‘

I"LL HEEFL

EAGH fE ELIT,
F-'-‘L.EAEE... G0,”
#—#ﬂﬁﬂ}’.

&

A .f

GET THE KD

POWN .., AND

GET BACK TO
THE GIRL ..

SHE MAY HAVE...
A HEEFTY SET OF
FﬂWHE- # ¥ E,UT
THERE'.‘g' A LTMIT.H

SHRAN ON HER

. FACE ... 1S ANY

L INPICATION... T

DON'T KENOW HOW
MICH LONGER. +»

GHE CAN HOLD

‘,- = S

IT BEGINS W
1 SOFT “SHUFF
TUHNEE‘-AEH s:wug

A SiGH=-4
OF HARPWOOLD -

WAY...

ONE
ARM, FRIEND./G-GO
ON AND TAKE JIMBO

i THEN GROWS TO A
N CHARRED 7/MBERS

CﬂLLAFﬁE IN UPON

& A5 FLAME=- :




W d S A I et (AT et TRl T

A ForR A MOMENT, THERE IS SILENCE

‘E. IN THE GLADE...AND THEMN ...

K BN

Al

= SHE...AkNEW.”
WHY, SHE MUST'VE

KNOWN ALL ALONG .-

SHE WOULDN'T

THEN. ..
TAGGERT #WAS
WRONG.” THESE
KIPS AIN'T EW/L--

THEY'S JUST
OIFFERENT.”

ST

Y _ICAN'T IO cetH an' TEREMY
TELL YA H:I':W f’ DON'T gﬂi NO
SoRRY I AM N #ome Now-- F
;Emﬂmgg?ﬁ’ " 4 N gl

IMEAJJIF-SDMELIE ~
THERE'S ANY= :
THING THE ok
TOWN OF

i i: ,‘i i
1 ‘.—_—, .
- AR

:5: e
) :r?_:_,_
Y
“17

N —=
'lh'i F]

I.\.l.
i

L E

- 3
F

PUNCH TO SHARE | UNDERSTAND...
MY HOME WITH @\
i'-}"'x “"\1

THESE_FINE
YOUNG LADS, [« R
QUTFUH-H ;Z'-‘{ '_'-I
A%

W= WITH WELL,
452/ WeLL, UH, X SON,I JusT
NATURALLY & PON'T THINK THE
BE PLEASED AS | AME/GHEORS D

: BUT We'LL
UILD ‘EM A NICE : :
i v THE SWAM~P,
LITTLE CABIN ALL . we )
THEIR. QW WY SO, WETER. .-
RIGHT QUTSIDE O° =

7 -

&£~ AT LEAST
THERE... THE
E/LTH DOESN'T
PRETEND,..TO
BE SOMETHING

16 MOT...

e

o — -
T =
- L - il
- [ -]
= = A - .

S




FROM THE WRITER OF
WATCHMEN & V FORVENDETTA

ALAN
MOORE

Reimagined by revolutionary comics writer
Alan Moore, the classic Gothic nightmare
blossoms into a masterpiece of lyrical fantasy,
telling the horrifying yet poignant story

of a man reborn as a powerful elemental,
with a potential as vast as the earth itself.
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