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SAMBANDUA-CINTA.
OR
A TREATISE ON SYNTAX.

Tuis is 2 work on Pali Syntax, held in very high estimation by all
Tali Scholars in Ceylon; and is founded on the grammatical sitras of
Moggaliayana. Its high authority is proven from the fact that even
Totagamuve, the greatest scholar that lived in modern times, quotes from
it 1n elucidation of his Pancika Pradipa, a work containing annotations on
1the Moggalliyana grammar.

The author was o pupil of the renewned giossarist of the Pitaka
eommentaries, Siriputra Maha Thera, who lived at Polonnaruwa in the time
‘of Parakrama Bahu the Great, and for whom that warlike monarch built the
stately monastery so minutely descrbed in the Mahavansa (see ch. 78, v.v.
34—43) The pupily our author, also played as important a part in the religious
and political history of his coantry as his great teacher seems to have done:
for, 1t was to him who was then at the head of the Buddhist Priesthood thz_xt;
Vijaya Bahu ITI. (a.c. 1236) gave in charge, for education and training, his
two sons, the elder of whom succeeded his father in the kingdom under the
name of Parakrama Bahu II. who, on account of his profound learning an’d
piety obtained the great name, Kalikala Sahicca Sabbafiiu Pandita (see Mahas
vansa chaps 81—82) There are good grounds for snpposing that it is & cast of
this King's statue, and not that of Pardkrama Bahu the Great, as is generally
supposed, that now graces the Hall of the Ceylon Museur. )

The Sinhalese Paraphrase to this work was made by a learned Buddhist
hermit named Vanavisi Gotama, a pupil of the Venerable Ananda Vanara-
tana, the renowned anthor of many well known works and the preceptor
of Dimbnligala Medhankara Mahi Thera and Vedeha Maha Thera both of
whomn produced excellent standard works in Pali and Sinhalese literature,
and shone as brilliant lights in the Buddhist Church of that period, Tt would
therefore be simply presumptuons on our part to extol their merits: thew
works proclaim them to posterity.

This valuable work, however, from disuse and incapacity of copyists,
has become very rure; and even when obtatned after much tronblesome
scarch, is found to coatain so many errors and omissions as to render itd
study a matter of great difficulty and trouble. Seeing this state of things
the learned translator of the Mahdvansa, L. C. Wijesinha Mudaliyar, pressed
upon me to undertake the difficult and laborious work of collating texts and
preparing an edition for the Press. This task 1 have undertaken and
accomplished with the able assistance of my 1nost learned tutor, the
Venerable High Priest Hikkaduwe Sumangala Maha Thera, principal of the
Vidyodaya Parivena, and his eminent pupil M. Nanissara, to both of whom I
hereby gladiy render my sincere thanks. T am also happy to be able to
say that the learned and celebrated Pandit, Batuvantudiave Sri Deva
Rakshita, has been good enough to look over the proof sheets, and lend
to this work the sanction of his great name,

I have added some foot-notes in explanation of difficult passages so
a8 to render the work easy of study to those whose knowledge of Pali
18 not great.

The task of correcting and revising a work which has been ont of
general use for centuries, and purging it of errors and defects resulting from
the ignorance of copyists, is not an easy one. I trust, therefore, that the
reader will readily excuse any errors and oversights that may occur
herein.

! -
Colombe, 17th Pebenary 1891, K. SARANANDA-
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