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CHESS OPENINGS

ANCIENT AND MODERN,

Revised .and corrected wp to the preseiit time from the best authorities,
BY

E. FREEBOROUGH

AND

THE REV. C. E. RANKEN,

With nwnerons original variations and suggestions
BY

GEO. B. FRASER, ESQ., Dundee,

THE REV. W. WAYTE, London,
AND OTHER EMINENT ANALYSTS.

EDITED AND ARRANGED BY E. FREEBOROUGH.

The object of the compilers has been to submit to the Chess World,
at a moderate price, a reliable text book which shall combine the handiness
of the Synopsis arrangement with the uscfulness of the German Handbuch, so
as to provide alike for the requirements of the student and the skilful player.
In carrying out this design they have been favoured with the assistance of the
most able and experienced British Analysts. Every opening has been gone
through, compared with the practice of the best masters, and carefully
examined with a view to the removal of existing errors, and also to possible
improvements in the text. The result is that numerous interesting variations
and suggestions are now put before the public for the first time, and owing to its
co-operative character the book is well calculated to become a standard work.

It is clearly printed by the printers of the British Chess Magasine, with
which it corresponds in size and type, with diagrams to save trouble in
playing over the openings into normal positions. Every attention has been
bestowed to ensure accuracy and thoroughness. It contains nearly double the
matter of the Synmopsis, with original introductions to each début, and an
analysis of development upon which the various openings are founded.

Price, neatly bound in cloth, Six Shillings.

Post free anywhere in the Postal Union, 7o Subscribers whose names are
recetved before publication of the work.

Interleaved copies may be ordered for 1s. 6d. additional.

Orders should be sent in to the Manager of the British Chess Magazine
without delay, as the price will be raised after publication,
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The British Chess Magazine,

JANUARY, 1888,

On Mr. J. WATKINSON’S Retirement

FROM THE

EDITORSHIP

OF

“THE BRITISH CHESS MAGAZINE.”

All honour to the long unflagging zeal,
The tact, the kindly help that made us feel
How strong the bonds of mutual sympathy ;

That made us work in willing service free :

%E bid our chief farewell with three times three.
¢

As, to the royal game for ever leal,
He sought, through sunshine and adversity,
Some new delight and beaunty to reveal.

As when o’er regions wonderful and vast,

The brave explorer points, and to the view
Bewilder’d shows the vales and uplands blue,
Seen from some mighty summit gain’d at last,

So he, our leader, through the well-tried past.
Good speed to him whose prowess long we knew !

J. PIERCE,
Al



2 THE BRITISH CHESS MAGAZINE.

The contributors to this Magazine, whilst expressing their
sincere regret at his resignation, desire to put on record their
appreciation of the services of its founder and (until this
number) editor, John Watkinson, of Huddersfield.

Actuated solely by his enthusiasm for Chess, he has
spared neither time, trouble nor money in its cause. He has
supported every movement which may claimtohave benefitted
the game in this country, he has avoided every clique orquarrel
which has harmed it, and they believe, that to him, more than
to any one man, is due the great advance it has made in
public favour during the last few years. They feel that there
is little need to praise his work. .He has earned,—it is
perhaps not too much to say, has—the thanks of every
English Chess student.

TO OUR READERS.

The size of the present number must be an excuse for
reminding our readers of the claim we have made upon
their help, particularly just now at the beginning of a new
volume. If, as we hope, we are able each month to give
them more than what we promised, or what most of them
have a right to expect, they will not be surprised at our
suggesting that we look for a return of some sort. Is it too
much to ask each one to justify the enlargement of our
Magazine by obtaining for it at least one new subscriber ?
We think not. Every one cannot contribute to the Enlarge-
ment Fund—we do not expect it ; but surely every one may
fairly ask some of his acquaintance to support a journal
which is devoted as fully as ig ours, to the interests of Chess.
We believe we are safe in trusting that British Chess-players
will support the British Chess Magazine at least as well as it
deserves, and it is upon this assumption that our circular
announces its permanent enlargement, X‘ )
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THE TIME LIMIT.

One would have thought, considering the discussion as to
whether fifteen, twenty, or evey Mr. Bird’s thirty, moves an
hour is the proper number, that a Time Limit of some
sort had become a recognised necessity of modern Chess.
Professional players have found it so atany rate, and they
may reasonably be supposed to have most time for play and
most need of time. Amateurs, however, who have only two
or three evenings weekly to spare for their game, and only a
few hours on Saturday in which to decide their matches,
seem to think that the slower they play the better, and to be
satisfied with victories by adjudication. We had an example
of this in a recent contest between two northern county
teams. There were fifty players a-side, and of that number,
just about one half finished their games—the others being
decided by the adjudicators. In another case, still more
recent, a team of ten succeeded in deciding by play one
game only—and that they lost. Matches such as these
are a farce, and players who value their time or patience
will soon refuse to take part in them. The nuisance of
adjudications has moreover, become more marked now
that one-game matches are in vogue. Formerly, when
each member of a team was supposed to play two games,
he did succeed in finishing one; now that he has only
one to play, it is a sort of duty to take all the time over
it he can. If there is any satisfaction to be got out of
modern Chess matches, it will have to be by the aid of
clocks and a Time Limit, and the sooner players accustom
themselves to both, the better.

An unreasonable slowness is the more to be deprecated,
when it is remembered that no one plays the better for it.
Masters may disagree as to the exact rate at which the best
Chess can be played, but they are unanimous in giving
fifteen moves per hour ag a minimum. The London Tourna-
ment of 1883 was played at this rate, and it produced
some of the finest games on record. The Frankfort Tourney,
and the just concluded National Tournament of the British
Chess Association, were played at the rate of twenty moves
an hour, and the games do not shew many traces of time
pressure. Players may of course, and do, make a practice
of staring at the board for five or ten minutes over every
move, just as they may and do acquire other bad habits, and
they may even come to think them necessary. DBut it does
not follow that they play better. The general experience is
on the contrary—that they do not, and that they might with
advantage, be a little less tedious,
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The drawbacks to a Time Limit in ordinary play, .are of
course, the annoyance of clocks, and the trouble of taking
down the game ; but these are very small, and at worst,
hardly worth considering. - The anxiety caused by the tick
of the little pendulum at one’s side soon disappears, and the
mere act of writing down a move has prevented many a
mistake. If a club were for one season to insist upon, say all
Tournament games being played under a Time Limit, there
would be no further difficulty. The condition, however,
should be compulsory, should not be optional, or it will
come to be enforced only against slow players, and be
resented and avoided accordingly. The clocks themselves
are comparatively inexpensive, and when once bought,
require little or no attention. Most clubs could afford
to purchase three or four, and could bring their stock to
supplement that of their neighbours when they went to
play matches.

Clearly, unless we would be at the mercy of the dullest
of our companions, we must follow the example of our

rofessional brethren, and play under a reasonable Time
imit.

THE CHESS WORLD.

LONDON.

So much attention has been given to the meeting in King
Street, that other Chess quarters have been less well attended
than usunal at this time of the year. The City Club Tourna-
ment goes on regularly, and some of the scores are beginning
to be significant. Mocatta is still ahead, but only by one
game, and as such men as Heppel, Hooke, and Pollock, are
close behind him, he probably will not find it necessary to
make more than one false step.

Mr. Pollock set himself a difficult task on the 18th Deec.
He visited the new London Banks Club, and played simul-
taneously against 21 of the members. As this club has
something like 150 names on its books, one may imagine that
our youngest master did not find matters very easy. He won
eleven games, lost seven, and drew three.

The members of the British are beginning to look upon
their Smoking Concerts as a regular institution, it is hoped
that there will be at least one every month throughout the
season. That, on the 15th December, was particularly
enjoyable, thanks to Mr. Lionel Brough. Mr. Newnes, M.P.,
presided,
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The hitherto invincible North London Club are not having
quite all their own way this season. As will be seen from
the match list they suffered a severe defeat by the Blackfriars
Club. They have had bad luck, however, in getting together
their team for several matches. Despite the efforts made by
their rivals, they are still, without doubt, the strongest of the
district clubs.

Among the chief fixtures are the City v. Oxford and
Cambridge—to be played at the Universities early in February,
and the St. George’s v. the City, in March.

MATCHES.

Nov. 20.—Railway Clearing House 7, v. S. Norwood 3.
» 30.—Metropolitan Board of Works 9}, v. School Board 54,
» 30.—N. London (2nd) 6, v. Blackfriars 6.
Dec. 1.—Athensum 10, v. N. London 5.
» 1.—Y.M.C.A. (Stratford) 5}, v. Y. M. C. A. (Alders-
ga .
w  3.—London University v. Surrey County Association,
played at the City of London Chess Club.

LoNDON UNIVERSITY. SURREY ASSOCIATION.
Rev. W. Wayte.......cceunees 1 F. Gover....cecevuvenenns veeraes 0
Dr. Hunt ......... ceeeneenans % Wyke Bayliss ....cceenneeens 3
L. Cohen............ eeererenees H. C Hill ccevevvneninnrennnnne 0
Herbert Jacobs ............... 1 A.H. Anderson ............ 0
H. W. Trenchard............ 1 Harold Jacobs .ce.eceecnnene. 0
H. Seward ....ccceevvvevnrennen 1 G@G.J.Clarke ..... ceeraeeneanes 0
R.iRabson .....cccoceuen... ... 0 H.S8. Gover ...... eeerteneees 1
J. Frankland ........ccvuunneee T. E. Burroughs ............ 1
T. W. Smith ..ccoveeriinnnens B. F. Bussy ...... Cresteecans 0
A. P. Nesbitt...vcevveveeennnns C. P. Kindell..... Ceritteneenes 1
A. W. Marfleet } E. J. Winter-Wood ......... &
1. Zangwill....eceuerennrennnne. ¥ W.N. Osborne ............... I
Cryus Legg  vooeoossroes 0 M. BEFEUS veeerorrrrrerins i
E. Pront ...ccceeveniininnnnnnns 3 C.Vincent .......o.ceverrnnnens 4
A. Tomlinson .....cceeeneens i G PHil . vevteeenenens U

Total...... 9 Total...... 6

Dec. 5.—Twickenham 7, v. Putney 3.
»  o.—Blackfriars 64, v. Brixton 54.
»  6.—DBrixton 8}, v. Athen®um 6.
w 22.—®Blackfriars 104, v. Aldersgate 1}.

*Blackfriars scored three games by absence.
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THE PROVINCES.

LANCASHIRE.—Liverpool players are greatly delighted
though not much surprised, at Mr. Burn’s recent successes.
The adage about a prophet in his own country, has failed in
this case, for his club-mates have long looked upon him,
as one of the strongest of living players. He is back
again at the rooms in Eberle Street, just as if nothing had
happened, and ready in his official capacity as President, to
play any of the members. There is a strong feeling that
some small memento should be given him of the British
Chess Association Tourney, and it will probably take the
shape of a set of Chessmen and a Board. A banquet was
proposed, but he expressed such a strong objection to being
“lionised,” that the committee felt themselves compelled to
abandon any compliment of that kind. Play in the Liverpool
Club Tourney has progressed most satisfactorily,—the
severity of the handicapping, about which some grumbling
was heard when the lists were posted, has been shewn in
the ill success of many of the higher class competitors ; the
survivors (three) in each section, will begin their final
competition early this month. There is now every proba-
bility of the telegraphic match with the Manhattan Club
being arranged. The New York players have hitherto
avoided such contests, but the Liverpool challenge was one
that no club could well afford to refuse. No conditions are
yet agreed to, but we hear that the cost of telegraphing from
this side, will be defrayed by the proprietors of the
Liverpool ¢ Courier”—a paper which has given more than
once recently, practical proof of its interest in local Chess,
The Manchester Club, after leading a nomadic sort of
existence for a long time, has at last settled down in
very comfortable quarters. The new rooms are in Bank
Buildings, Ducie Street, and are most central and most
conveniently situated. They will doubtless be an attraction
for new members. We are sorry to learn that the attempt to
resuscitate the old Preston Club, has had to be abandoned,
one of the leading local players, who had interested himself
most actively in the project, having left the town.

The list of matches annexed will shew that there is no
lack of activity in our smaller circles. Such clubs as those
of Atherton, Burnley, and Wigan, to say nothing of the
local Liverpool and Manchester Societies, shewing an energy
and enthusiasm which are most gratifying, and we learn on
good authority, that the standard of play in them, is this
season distinctly higher.
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There have been several simultaneous performances
during the month. On December 3rd, Mr. N. T. Miniati
vigsited the rooms of a newly organised Manchester Club
(the Clydesdale), and was opposed by 12 of its members.
He succeeded in winning & games after 3 hours’ play,—losing
the remaining 4.

Mr. O. H. Labone gave a similar performance on December
19th, at the rooms of the Liverpool Imperial Club.
Out of 13 opponents, he defeated 10 and lost to one, two
games being drawn.

MATCHES.

Nov. 26.—Wigan won 17, v. Haydock 3, at Wigan.
This was the Haydock Club’s first match
Nov. 26.—Manchester St. Ann’s (B) won 9, v. Rochdale
4, at Manchester.
» 26.—Liverpool North End won 10, v. Manchester
Piccadilly 10, at Manchester.
» 26.—Northwich won 4, v. Manchester Y. M. C. A, 3,
at Manchester.
» 30.—Manchester (B) won 8, v. Burnley 3, at Rochdale.
Dec. 3.—Manchester Atheneum v. Bradford, at Bradford.

ATHENZEUM. BRADFORD.

Won Drawn Won
(0 N. T. Miniati ............ 1 J.E. Hall ....coc.ooiiiiinns 0
1 1. G. Boulaye ............ 0 J.A. Woollard ............... 1
1 T. von Zabern ............ 0 R. Whitaker ......cc.oceeunees 0
0 F.J. Hamel ............... L T. Spencer ....cccoeevvuvnnenns 0
1 G. Worrall ............... 0 T.A GUuy .oevevreecnnrnrnnnnns 0
0 T. Higginbotham ...... 1 J A Guy .evrvevnirinannnns 0
0 W. H. Todd ............... 1 H. C. Padgett.....ceevvnrnnans 0
2 W.J. Pescall ............ 0 E.Dobson .....cocenvavennans .0
0 J. Heap...oooevvenininennnns 1 8. Hudson .....cceoveieennnnns 0
1 R. Lewis ......cccvvnunnnnn 0 J.Gorell ecouveninrnnniennnnanne 0
0 M. Benfey...ccoovnennenes 0 J. H. Tetley .ccocvvevrannnenn. 1
1 C. Lobel .....ccenennne. 0 L. H. Browne .....cccceennns 1
1 A.T. Hargreaves......... (0 W. H. Fawcett .............0. \]
2 C. Wagner ............... 0 W.W. Simpson...cccceeuennns 0

10 5 3

Dec. 3.—Northwich won 54, v. Manchester St. Ann’s (B)

104, at Northwich.

s  3.—Liverpool (2nd) won 7}, v. Liverpool Imperial
21, at Liverpool.

» 9.—Liverpool North End won 74, v. Egremont
Institute 53, at Egremont.
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Dee. 10.—Liverpool v. Manchester St. Ann’s, at Manchester.
A most unsatisfactory match. Out of 10 games, 4 were
adandoned unfinished, 4 were drawn, 1 claimed by absence,
and 1 decided by play.

LIVERPOOL. ST. ANN'S.
Absent............ ceeeens ceeens — N.T. Miniati.ccorsreeecnreonne 1
Rev. J. Owen...oovverieennne ®  G. W. Wright ............... °
R. K. Leather........cccceueeee * R. B. Hardman .. .......... .
J. Cairns......... T é J. Parker .......c..... cecerene é
S. Wellington ............... 0. H. Labone........cceuveene.
W. W. Rutherford ......... J. Hodgson..ceurerrrreeraenene 5
M. Kaizer ....cccoeeivnenvennee W. M'Clelland ....c.coveene I
L. E. Whitby..c.ccvveeninnnns 5 S. Cohen....cecevverninnnannns . i
J. S. Edgar....ccccvvnennrnnnas W. J. Pescall .......cc..cuuenen -
A. Rutherford ............... 1 J.Leake .ccovvvrcrurennnennnnnnn 0

Total...... 3 Total...... 3
Dec. 10.—Southport won 5, v. Liverpool North End 7, at
Southport.

10.—Manchester (3rd) won 14, v. Wigan 4, at Wigan.

10.—Manchester Piccadilly-won 10, v. Y. M. C. A. 10,
at Manchester.

12.—Liverpool Imperial (2nd) won 64, v. Egremont
64, at Liverpool.

13.—Manchester (4th) won 4, v. Macclesfield 4, at
Macclesfield.

The first match played by the fourth team of the Manchester

Club.

Dec. 15.—Atherton won 8%, v. Bolton 134, at Atherton.

17.—Liverpool North End won 8}, v. Manchester St.
Ann’s (2nd) 8%, at Manchester.

CHESHIRE,.—The Birkenhead Club have left their former
pleasant, but inaccessible quarters in Tranmere, and taken
rooms in Hamilton Square. The enterprise has necessarily
involved some extra expense, but this has already been
justified by an increase in the number of members. There
is no doubt that in their present position, more local players
will join, and that the club will now be in fact what it is in
name, the representative Chess club of the town. A simul-
taneous performance was given on the 2lst inst, by Mr. O.
H. Labone, of Liverpool ; the single player won 10, and lost
two of the 12 games played.

In the Wallasley district, there is talk of a match between
the three local clubs and the Liverpool North End. The

”

”

”

”

”
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contest, if arranged, will probably take place about the
middle of January.

At Northwich, the members are competing for a Cham-
pionship Silver Cup, presented by the President, Dr. D. B.
Hewitt. The Crewe Club sustained a severe defeat at
Northwich on the 17th December. It is a pity that the
members have so little match practice, situated as they are
at one of the greatest railway centres in the country, they
are within easy reach of the three strongest provincial
Chess circles.

BRISTOL.—A simultaneous performance was given at the
Athenzum on the 16th December, by Mr. E. Thorold, of Bath.
After 3 hours’ play, that gentleman had lost 2 games (to .
Messrs. Griffin and Hooper), drawn 2, and won 13.

BIRMINGHAM.—The death is announced of the Rev. T. C.
Yarranton, Vicar of Wythall, a member and former president
of the Birmingham Club.

The St. George's, the most active apparently of the local
clubs, has played two matches this last month. On the 10th
December, a team from Wolverhampton visited Birmingham,
and won by 7 games to 4,—! games being drawn. On the
17th inst., a match with the Birmingham Club resulted in
the latter winning by 13 games to 7, with 3 draws.

GRANTHAM.—The open tourney of the local club has
been won by the Captain, Mr. Cockman. Mr. W. H. K.
Pollock has visited this neighbourhood, and gave two most
successful simultaneous performances.

An Isle of Wight Association has been mooted, and is
supported by the clubs at Cowes, Ryde, and Ventnor.

NOoTTINGHAM.—Mr. T. Marriott played simultaneously
against 8 members of Christ Church Institute, on Monday,
December 19th. The contest began shortly after 8 o’clock, and
lasted till 10 p.m. ; the single player winning 10 and drawing
2 of the 12 games played.

SusSEX.—The Winter Handicap of the Brighton Club,
seelns likely to be won by a second class player, Mr. Comber.
There are 20 competitors.

A match on the 12th December, between a second teamm
(16) of the Brighton and the Lewes Clubs, resulted in a
victory for the former, by 15 games to 9.

Mr. Cheshire has won both the General and Captaincy
Tourneys, in the Hastings and St. Leonard’s Clunb.

A special general meeting of the members of the Sussex
Chess Association, was held at the British Chess Club, on
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Wednesday, the 14th December, Mr. Arthur Smith in the
chair. The following resolution was proposed by Mr. Mead,
seconded by Mr. Andrews, and carried unanimously :—That
this, a special general meeting of the Brighton members of
the Sussex Chess Association, protests against the adoption
of the rules published by the Honorary Secretary, in the
Southern Weekly Neuws of December 3rd, for governing the
Sussex Challenge Cup Competition. Firstly, because it is
not just that the rules of so important a contest should be
altered during its progress, unless done with the approbation
of all concerned, or at the annual general meeting or a special
general meeting called for the purpose. Secondly, because
it is informal to publish, as decisive, rules which have not
first been submitted to the whole managing body of the
Association, or received the consent of the majority of such
managing body at a Committee meeting. Thirdly, because
this meeting disagrees with any scheme or alteration in the
rules which would restrict the number of players in the final
contest, as this would obviously detract from the interest of
the competion, besides diminishing the honours of coming
out the ultimate winner. This meeting therefore desires
that the Honorary Secretary should call a special general
meeting of the members of the Association, in order that the
question may be fully discussed, and such resolutions carried
as the meeting may deem desirable.

YORKSHIRE.—The energy and activity which has hitherto
been displayed in promoting the success of the ¢ Royal
Game” in Yorkshire, shews no sign of diminution, on the
contrary, the year on which we are just entering, gives
promise of witnessing a further successful development of
the attempts recently made, to organise a team of players,
who will thoroughly and efficiently represent Yorkshire in
inter-County matches. Already have we noticed the various
societies and competitions, whose object is the encouragement
of a higher style of play, and now we are pleased to chronicle
the estublishment in Hull, of an amalgamated society under
the title of the Hull Chess Association, and representing the
following clubs :—Central Conservative C. C.,, De La Pole
C. C., St. Augustine’s C. C., Salisbury Conservative C. C,
United Liberal C. C., and the Western Liberal C. C. The
objects of the Association are—“To provide a representative
team to fairly represent Hull in all Chess matters, and to
further the cause of Chess by all means within its power.
To provide a Chess column in one of the leading local papers.
To institute a succession of tournaments in the various
openings, and so far as Chess is concerned, to be a thoroughly
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educational organisation.” The Society has already a mem-
bership roll of 150 players, and the following gentlemen
have been elected to fill the official positions :—President,
E. Freeborough, Esq.; Vice-Presidents, G. W. Farrow, Esq.,
and R. H. Philip, Esq.; Hon. Secretary and Treasurer, Mr.
W. E. Trumble ; and a Committee of Management, consisting
of one representative from each club in the Association. A
tournament consisting of 32 selected players, to represent
what may be called a match-playing team is now being
organised, and arrangements have been made with Mr.
Blackburne, to play simultaneously and sans voir during
the present month, probably on the 13th and 14th. Match
engagements have also been entered into, and as the leading
players of the district have given their hearty support, the
Association bids fair to become a worthy compeer of kindred
societies.

The Annual Tournament Meeting of the Yorkshire Chess
Club, will this year be held on January 28th, at the Clarence
Hotel, High Street, Sheffield, under the management of a
local committee, consisting of Messrs. Snow, Askham, and
Hepworth, and the following gentlemen, acting on behalf
of the County Club:—Messrs. White (Leeds), Waight
(Halifax), Cassel (Bradford), and the Hon. Secretary (Mr. 1.
M. Brown). The competitions arranged, are—

£ s d. £ s d.

First Class Tournament. —1st Prize, value 4 4 c; 2nd Prize, value2 2 o
Second ”» 11 1y » 3 3 O3 ” ”» 111 6
Thid ,, I ” »w 2 2 O3 ”» » I I O
Problem Solving Competition ,, s 012 6; » s O 7 6
» Composition Tournament s 1 O O3 . 5, OI0 O

The contests are open to all members of clubs affiliated with
the County Club, individual membership of which is granted
on payment of an annual subscription of 1/- per annum.
There is every prospect of a most successful gathering, and
we hope to give a full report of the proceedings in our next
issue.

At the Annual General Meeting of the County Club, held
in November last, it was decided to challenge both Scotland
and Ireland to play a match by correspondence, 15 players
a-side. A prompt acceptance of the challenge was received
from the “Emerald Isle,” and the following rules agreed
upon for the guidance of the contestants : —

1.—Each player to play two games, and to have first move in one game, and
vice versa. :

2.—Seventy-two hours between time of receiving move and posting reply to
be allowed.
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)

3.—One week’s delay to be permitted once on each side, as may be agreed
upon between the players.

4.—The winner of a game or first player in a drawn game to send copy to
each of the respective secretaries without delay.

5.-—Drawn games to count 2 half to each player.

6.—Disputes to be referred to the Secretaries of the Associations, who, in case
of disagreement, will refer the point in dispute to a third person to
be mutually agreed ué)on.

7.—So far as not before provided, the games to be played according to the
rules laid down in ‘¢ Staunton’s Chess Praxis.”

Below we give the names of both teams, and it will be
seen that they are thoroughly representative; the contest is
certain to be a keen and most interesting one.

IRISH TEAM. YORKSHIRE PLAYERS.
1 P. Rynd, Dublin 1 James Rayner, Leeds
2 G. D. Soffe, Dublin 2 F. H. Wright, Wakefield
3 J. Neill, Belfast 3 F. Toothill, Leeds
4 M. 8. Wollett, Dublin 4 J.A. Woollard, Bradford
5 R. W. Barnett, Belfast 5 T. Y. Stokoe, Leeds
6 S.Gunning, J.P., Cooks- 6 8. B. Slack, Sheffield
town 7 Arthur Common, Hali-
7 J. Morphy, Dublin fax
8 F. Hobson 8 J. S. West, Leeds
9 A. 8. Peake, Dublin 9 P. Whitley, Halifax
10 R. Tennent, J.P., Belfast 10 F. Lamb, Sheffield
11 W. Nicholls, Mullingar {; T. G. Hart, Hull

12 D. D. Persse, Ballinrobe
13 A. Hill

14 W. Steen, Belfast

15 8. J. Magowan, Belfast

S..M. Cockin, Halifax
13 T. Spencer, Bradford
14 W. Ives, Leeds

15 J. A. Guy,;Bradford

At a specially summoned meeting- of. the’ committee of
the Yorkshire County Chess Club, held at the Exchange
Café, Market Street, Bradford, on Saturday evening, Decem-
ber 30th, the following resolutions were passed unanimously :
“Provided that the sub-committee, to be elected by the
Bradford Chess Club, can raise £100, and satisfactory
arrangements can be made with the Council of the British
Chess Association, the Secretary of the Y.C.C.C. ig authorised
to invite the B.C.A. to hold its Biennial International
Tournament for 1888, in Bradford.” ¢That a copy of the
foregoing resolution be sent to the Hon. Secretary of the
British Chess Association, at the same time asking him to
what extent the B.C.A. would co-operate with the Y.C.C.C.”
1t was also decided that the total amount added to the prize
fund by Yorkshire, should be £125. In connection with the
ordinary annual tournaments meeting, which was fixed to be
held at Sheffield, on the 28th of January, the Secretary was
instructed to communicate with the Secretary of the Sheffield
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and District Chess Association, with a view to the postpone-
ment of the meeting, owing to the epidemic of smallpox now
prevailing in Sheffield.

CHESS IN SOUTH WALES.

The return match between a representative team of South
Wales players, and the Bristol and Clifton Chess Association,
took place at the Park Hotel, Cardiff, on Saturday,
December 3rd, with 24 players on each side. This is the
second contest of the kind that has been organised, and
there seems to be every prospect that it will now become an
annual affair. The South Walians have evidently improved
very much in their play, and it is to their credit that we are
able to record a much closer result than took place at
the previons match. The following is the complete score
(“ A" denoting Aberdare, “C” Cardiff, “ N” Newport, and
“S” Swansea, whilst the asterisks show the adjudicated
games) :—

SOUTH WALES. BRISTOL AND CLIFTON.

No. Won, ‘Won,
1 Rev. J. Pollock ...8 0— Mr. N. Fedden ........... J—
2 Mr.G. W. Lennox C 1— Rev.J. E. Vernon ..... 00—
3 Rev.T.C.SalusburyN 0 0 Mr. A, Ramboll ......... 11
4 Mr.J.C. Woods .. S 41 Mr. A. J. Perry ......... —_
5 Mr. W. F. RichardsS Mr. H. L. Leonard ...... -
6 Mr.W,PethybridgeC 1 § Mr. O. Hunt ............... ) 4
7 Mr. J. Moges ...... N 0O Mr H M. Prideaux...... 11
8 Mr. T. Jones......... A 0*1> Mr. J. Templar..... ...... 1%}
9 Mr. J. Hutchins ...N 0 Dr. J. Pritchard ......... 10
10 Rev. Dr. Gibbings C 0— Mr. T. G. Wright......... 16
11 Mr.G. F. ColborneN 0 0 Mr. W. Hall ............... 11
12 Mr. F. P. Down ...C 0 0 Mr. F. Rickman ......... 11
13 Mr. C. Kirby ...... N 01 Mr F. Burford...... veeenl 0
14 Mr. W, H. Morris C 1* Mr. J. N. Broughton ...0%-
15 Mr. F. Gardner ..N 0 0 Mr. W. Franklin ......... 11
16 Dr. Arthur ......... C 00 Rev. R. W. Southey... .. 11
17 Mr. R. Weights ...N 0 ? Mr. H. R. Griffiths ...... 113
18 Mr. E. Possart ...... CO00 Mr. W Briggs .....eouun. 11
19 Mr. Rees Williams A 1 Mr. W. Tribe....coceun.nn. 0
20 Mr. A. J.WoodcockN 0 Mr. T. C. Cross............ 1
21 Mr. G. H. Green ...A 1*~ Mr. E. J. Kiddle ......... 0%~
22 Rev. A. Wilkins ...N 1 1 Mr. A, Lovell ............ 00
23 Mr. W. D. nght A 1 §* Mr. T. Letchford ......... 0%l
24 Mr. J. Gall ......... N 0*1 Mr. W. H. Bush ......... 10

Total...... 16 Total......2~6
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At boards 1, 2, 5, 10, 14, and 21, only one game was
played.

The visiting team was entertained to a substantial tea, to
which about 80 sat down, and at the conclusion of which
Mr. N. Fedden, the President of the Bristol and Clifton
Chess Association, thanked the South Wales players for
their hospitality, and hoped it would not be the last
gathering of the kind.—The Rev. R. Gibbings, D.D, replied
for Cardiff ; Mr. J. Moses for Newport ; Mr. W. F. Richards
for Swansea ; and Mr. W. D. Wight for Aberdare; this
latter gentleman bringing forward the important question of
forming a Chess Association for South Wales. The way in
which this suggestion was received by those present, is a
sufficient guarantee that sooner or later, it will be acted
upon.

On Saturday afternoon, December 10th, a match was
played at the Black Lion Hotel, Aberdare (10 players on each
side), between the Aberdare and Rhonddas United Chess
Clubs. Aberdare won by 12} games to 73.

CHESS IN SCOTLAND.

We note that the interest in Chess seems on the
increase in Scotland—judging from the activity shewn by
the various leading clubs in organising matches and in
arranging handicaps and tournaments. The tournament for
the Championship of the Edinburgh Chess Club, as also
a handicap have recently begun. The Championship
Tournament of the Glasgow Chess Club has been in progress
for some time; a Handicap Competition has been started,
the winner in which will receive a Board and Set of Chess-
men; and a tournament, open to players resident in the
West of Scotland, for the custody of the West of Scotland
Chess Challenge Cup is being set on foot, enlries being
received up to 31st December. At the Dundee Chess Club
there are in progress a tournament for the Champion
Challenge Shield, a minor tournament for the Trophy of
the Silver Queen, and a handicap.

The Glasgow Chess Club have already this season played
several matches, and are prepared for further encounters.
On 12th November, they played against the Arlington Chess
Club (Glasgow) in the rooms of the latter, and defeated them
by 14 games to 11. A match between the Manchester and
Glasgow Chess Clubs was proposed and almost arranged,
but the Secretary of the Manchester Club was unable to




THE BRITISH CHESS MAGAZINE. 15

arrange a team to go to Carlisle, the proposed scene of the
match. On the 3rd December, one of the strongest teams
that ever represented the Glasgow Chess Club travelled to
Edinburgh, and played a match against the Edinburgh
Chess Club. On arrival at 2-30 p.m. the visitors were
entertained to luncheon at the Waterloo Hotel. Mr. Meikle,
President of the Edinburgh Club, in welcoming the Glasgow
Team, expressed the pleasure the Edinburgh players had
in again meeting their old antagonists. Sheriff Spens,
President of the Glasgow Chess Club, replying, thanked the
Edinburgh players for their hospitality, and proposed a
return match in Glasgow during the ensuing year, which
will probably be carried out. The match, which was played
in the rooms of the Edinburgh Chess Club, 4, Queen Street,
commenced shortly after 3, and the last game terminated
about 7-20. The Glasgow Club won by a large majority of
games, as the following details shew :—

EDINBURGH. GLASGOW.

C. Meikle....oocvueen v wunnes 0 0 Sherriff Spens............... 11
D. Forsyth .ccccconiinnnnnnn, 1+ John Crum ......ccoeevueene, 04
D. M. Latta ceceeeen cenveneas 0 0 G. E. Barbier ............... 11
Rev. G. McArthur ......... 1 0 Jas, Marshall ............... 01
G. P. Galloway ............ 0 0 John Gilchrist..... R 11
C. Matthew .......ccoveveeenns 0 0 John S. Pagan............... 11
Jas. Greenhill ............... 0 - Wm Tait..cooerniniienennaes 1-
John Macfie....cceeeerennnne. 00 P. Fyfe...ocvveninnininnnen, 11
Dr. J. C. Rattray............ 0 0 J.D. Chambers ............ 11
Dr. Jas. Cappie ............ 30 G. B W.Jonas ............ 41
W. W. Robertson .........0 3 George Beckett ............ 11
Rev. Dr. Cazenove.......... 0 0 . Wm. Black .......c..e..u.ne. 11
A. D. Vardon ............... 1 1 Robert Pirrie ........... ... 13
W. C. Wisby ......ceeeunee 10 A B Lawaiiceiniinninnaas 01

54 213

Mr. J. L. Whiteley, a strong player of the Glasgow Club,
volunteered to remain out, there being no opponent for him
at all equal to his calibre.

Crushing as this defeat undoubtedly is for the Edinburgh
Chess Club, it is scarcely so great as was anticipated by those
acquainted with the strength of both clubs. Messrs. McArthur
and Forsyth, in making the scores they did against their
strong opponents, have reasons to feel satisfied.

The weakness of the Edinburgh players undoubtedly lies
in their ignorance of the openings, and this ignorance is due
to two causes; first, the want of systematic study of the
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openings ; and secondly, the keeping in force of a rule which
has gone into disuse in all the masters’ tournaments, and in
almost all flourishing clubs, viz : that of retaining the colour
of the Chessmen during a sitting,—the first player attacking
with the black, and the second player defending with the
white. This rule, though enjoined by Staunton, retards
the progress of young players in acquiring a knowledge of
the openings, and on the advice of one of their number, the
Edinburgh Chess Club, in order not to handicap themselves
in future matches, have agreed not to enforce the rule.

The Annual General Meeting of the Edinburgh Chess
Club was held on the 28th November, and the following
were elected the Council of Management for 1887-85.
President, Mr. Christopher Meikle; Vice-Presidents, Rev.
C. J. Waterhouse and Mr. G. P. Galloway; Councillors,
Dr. James Cappie, and Messrs. James Greenhill, W. W.
Robertson, and David Forsyth; Treasurer, Mr. James
Pringle; Secretary, Rev. George McArthur, M.A.; with
Mr. D. M. Latta as holder of the Gold Medal. It was
reported that a handicap, which had been in progress for
several months, had terminated, the prizes being won as
follows :—1st, John Macfie (Class II); 2nd, D. Forsyth
(Class I); 3rd, G. P. Galloway (Class II).

The Council appointed a Committee to arrange a series
of special meetings for the study and discussion of the
Chess Openings. The first meeting was held on the evening
of Monday the 19th December, when there was a large
attendance. Mr. Latta, the Medallist of the Club, gave an
exposition of the Centre Counter Gambit. The next meeting
will be held on Monday the 9th January (Subject, the K B
Gambit; Expositor, Mr. Forsyth), and thereafter the meetings
will be held fortnightly, on alternate Mondays till probably
the end of April.

The proposed procedure at these meetings is as follows :—

1st,—The Expositor will give an exposition of the Opening.
2nd. —A discussion will follow, questions will be asked and answered, and
3rd.—If time permit, the opening will be played by the members present,

either, () simultaneously against the expositor, or (4) with each other,
the expositor being called in to give advice at any stage of the opening.

As the result of these arrangements, it is hoped that the
Edinburgh Chess Club will be in a state of greater efficiency
than they were on the 3rd December, and that they will give
a better account of themselves in their next match.
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The regulations of the Scottish Chess Association’s
Problem Tournament* have been widely published in
Scotland. The attention of problemists and residents abroad
entitled to compete, are directed to them.

THE SECOND CORRESPONDENCE TOURNAMENT OF THE
ScoTTISH CHESS ASSOCIATION has just been started. The
number of entrants is 16, and consists of the following
gentlemen :—

1. P. Sandeman, Dundee.

2. Rev. Robt. Kemp, Blairgowrie.

3. G. L. Miller, Berwick-on-T'weed.

4. D. M. Latta, Edinburgh.

5. Dr. E. Duncan, Queen’s Park, Glasgow.

6. J. D. Chambers, Glasgow.

7. Alex. Gauld, Berwick-on-T'weed.

8. Daniel Baxter, Alford, N.B.

9. John Comrie, Alloa.
10. Rev. F. R. Macdonald, Coupar-Angus.
11. James Young, Glasgow.
12. John Russell, Glasgow.

13. William M’Combie, Glasgow.
14. Dr. Andrew Ritchie, Pollokshaws.
15. John C. Bremner, Broughty-Ferry.
16. George Sutherland, Brora.

The entrants were arranged by ballot in the above order,
and the following rules regulate the move in the games
between the various competitors throughoutthe tournament:—

Odds have the move against less evens and greater odds.
Evens have the move against greater evens and less odds.

The following are the rules :—

1. Every player to play one game with every other,
and to play four games simultaneously.

2. Forty-eight honrs between time of receiving move
and of posting reply to be allowed. One fortnight’s holiday
each year to be allowed.

3. Competitors retiring to have all unplayed games
scored against them.

4. Players to be bound in honour to conduct the games
without any consultation whatever with any other player.
They may consult books.

5. Drawn games to count a half to each player.

*Published in the Problem Department.

A2
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6. The games to be played strictly according to the
rules in Staunton’s Chess Praxis so far as applicable to
correspondence play, and the player to be bound in honour
to observe the strictest rules as to enforcing penalties. A
move once despatched to be irrevocable.

7. In the event of two players making an even score,
the winner of the first game shall be preferred, the move to
be decided by lot.

8. The winner of a game, or first player in a drawn
game, to communicate the result to the Secretary of the
Association, and to send him a copy of the game within one
week of its termination.

9. Any disputes arising to be referred to the Chess
Editor of the Glasgow Weekly Herald, who decision shall
be final.

The prizes shall be as follow :—First prize, £5; second
prize, 23s.; third prize, 13s.

SCOTLAND V. IRELAND.,

The last game in the great correspandence match between
the Scottish Chess Association and the Irish Chess Associa-
tion has now been finished. The six games last finished,
have all been won by the Irishmen, so that the majority by
which Scotland won the match, is not so overwhelining as
was at first expected. At p. 110, vol. VIIL, of the British
Chess Magazine, will be found the results of the games till
March last, with the openings adopted; the following
supplement contains the remainder :—

SCOTLAND. IRELAND.
No. Brot.forwd. 16 Brot. forwd. 7 Opening.
1 Fraser ...... 4 Neill......... 3 Vienna
3 Marshall ... 1 Agnew...... Ruy Lopez
7 Baxter...... 1 Morphy ... 0 Scotch
9 Fleming .. 0 K.A. Rynd 1 Vienna
12 Duvoisin... 0 Murray...... 1 Greco
14 Walker...... 0 Gunning ... 1 Evans
15 Robertson 1 Livingstone 0 Ruy Lopez
16 Sandeman 1 Barrington O Giuoco Piano
19 Sel;.dlple ...... ]i Brophy...... 0 Ruy Lopez
avor ... » Ruy Lopez
21 { Gordon... 0 Hanahan... 1 QP Opg,)ning
23 Thomson... 0 Gamble...... 1 Ruy Lopez
24 Latta..... ... 1 Harris ..... . 0 CentreCounter Gambit

25 Walker ... 0 Kennedy... 1 Hungarian Defence
PP assigned to him,

*Through a misunderstanding, Mr. Hanahan had two
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26 McCrae ... 1 Law ......... 0 Giuoco Piano

28 McArthar 3 Magowan... 3 Two Kts Defence

20 Crum ...... Barry ...... 1 KttoKB3

30 Whiteley... 1 Hobson..... 0 Evans

32 Pagan ...... 3 Palmer...... 4 Scotch

33 Hunter...... Soffe......... 1 Centre Gambit

36 Rattray ... 1 Carey ..... . 0 Giunoco Piano

38 Dancan ... 0 Armstrong 1 Scotch

40 Urguhart... 1 Ennis ...... 0 Q B P Opening

42 MacFayden 0 Miley ...... 1 Bishop’s Gambit

45 Drummond 1 Conroy...... 0 Scotch

46 Shand ...... 1 Belshaw ... 0 Giuoco Piano

47 Vardon i Shanahan... 3} Giuoco Piano

48 Walsh ... .. Fitt ......... 0 French

49 Black ...... 3 Harrington i Petroft

51 Macfie ...... 0 McTear...... Berlin

52 Fraser ...... 0 Cavins .. ... 1 Ruy Lopez

53 Grant ...... 1 Wade ...... 0 Scotch

54 Lyness...... 0 Hill ........ . 1 Evans Declined

55 Hodge ...... 0 Steen ...... 1 French

5T Stewart ... Thompson French

58 Burnett ... Booth ...... Anderrsen’s

59 Miller ..... . 1 Wakefield Giuoco Piano

60 McCombie O Knox ...... Scotch

61 Mitchell ... 0 Barns ...... 1 Ruy Lopez

62 Macdonald 3 Honiball ... % Giuoco Piano

63 Harvey King......... K Kt Opening

64 Kemp ...... 1 Seaver ...... 0 Evans Gambit
37 28

The clerical errors which occurred during the match in
the transmission of moves, were very numerous, but only
in one case, we believe, was a penalty exacted. Shortly
after the commencement of play, two instances of impossible
moves were reported to the Secretaries of the Association,
whose advice was asked, one of these moves being Pfo K R 2,
As there could be no doubt that the errors referred to were
merely clerical, it was agreed to let the moves be construed
‘as the sender intended. By and bye the Secretaries were
frequently applied to for advice in similar circumstances,
and regretted to tind that, having advised a departare from
the strict rule in two cases, they felt bound to do so through-
out the match. As the result of their experience in this
matter, they agree in recommending to conductors of
correspondence matches, that the rule as to interpretation of
moves be strictly adhered to, regardless of the hardship
resulting to the individual player.
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FOREIGN NEWS.

AMERICA.—Mr. Stguin, the able Chess Editor of the
New Orleans Times Democrat, in a recent article opens fire
with heavy guns upon Mr. Steinitz, and, in particular, upon
the “ Personal and General” columns of his magazine. No
right-feeling persons, we should think, who are in the habit
of perusing the Infernational, can fail to deplore the intro-
duction into so valuable a periodical of personal disputes and
quarrels with which the general Chess public feel no
sympathy, and have little or no concern. The space thus
wasted, which might be devoted to elucidating the science
of the game, is another subject for regret, but this is Mr.
Steinitz’s own affair. What we chiefly feel constrained to
remark, is the great harm which these personalities have
done, and are doing to the cause of Chess. But for the
enmity which the constant publication of them has stirred
up against their author, we believe that the sixth American
Congress would have been by this time a fait «ccompli : as
it is, the subscriptions hang fire. The language used, and
the assertions made, both by Mr. Steinitz and some of his
opponents, would in France lead to a challenge, and in this
country to an action at lauw. In America they are onlya
wordy duel, but we heartily wish that Chess literature could
be purged of them. From the International Magazine just
to hand, we find that, in consequence of Mr. Séguin’s article,
Mr. Steinitz has resigned his honorary membership of the
New Orleans Chess Club.

Capt. Mackenzie is stated to have said, that he has no
intention of entering the Championship Contest in the
proposed American Congress, as long as the present rules
remain unaltered. He has also, we hear, declined Mr.
Steinitz’s defi to a match. The Captain lately paid a visit to
Boston, and gave many exhibitions of his skill at the local
club, including five simultaneous performances. in which he
won 43, lost 19, and drew 7 games. He has now gone to
fulfil his long-standing engagement at Havana.

The antomaton Ajeeb has been starring it at Minneapolis,
and will shortly hold séasnces at St. Louis and New Orleans.

A Chess Club has been formed at Galveston, Texas, with
40 members.

Mr. C. Mghle of Chicago, has been to St. Paul, and
played simultaneously at both the local clubs. He had
respectively 10 and 11 opponents, defeating 8 of the former,
and 7 of the latter
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A match for the Championship of the Milwaukee C. C.,
between Messrs. Elliott and Bechler, resulted in the victory
of the latter, by a score of 5 to 3.

From Yenowine's News we learn that a grand tourney
was to commence at the Milwaukee Club, early in December.
The chief prize is the Championship Cup, now held by Mr.
Bechler ; for the second prize, Mr. Pirie has offered a gold
medal.

The trophy above mentioned appears to be a very
remarkable work of art; the following description of it is
given in Yenowine's News:—*The first prize, a Championship
Cup, consists of a large Texas steer horn, highly polished.
In the centre is an escutcheon and scroll work in embossed
silver. The horn is supported by the figure of a dwarf in
nickel, standing on a pedestal of rolled silver with gilt
embellishments. The tapering end of the horn is covered
with a crown, silver embossed, in the similitude of a Chess
King. The open end turned upwards is lined with gold
plate and highly burnished. Above this is a_dome-ghaped
covering of rolled silver ornamented with gold, surmounted -
by the figure of a Knight in silver, who, with sword drawn,
stands defending a Chess Board with enamelled squares.
Around the circumference of the covering is a string of
thirteen silver bangles, looped up with chains, for engraving
the various ownership through which the cup is designed to
pass. On the escutcheon in the middle of the horn is
engraved the following inscription: ‘Won in the first
tournament of the Milwaukee Chess Club, by Eugene S.
Elliott.” On the first silver bangle we find : ‘May 1, 1887.
Match, E. S. Elliott, J. V. May. Score, Elliott 5, May 3.’
On the second the following record: ‘Won by R. H. Bechler
in match with E. S. Elliott, November 16, 1887, Score:
Bechler 5, Elliott 3."”

During a recent visit to New York, Mr. Max Judd played
four games with Mr. Delmar, and won them all. Twelve
players are taking part in the handicap of the Columbia C.C,,
but none of them possess names which are as yet known
to fame. Negotiations are in progress to secure a visit from
Captain Mackenzie to the New Orleans Club, as soon as he
ends his four weeksstay at Havana. The first Annual Tourney
of the Atlantic Chess Club resulted in Mr. Blount, of Cl. 5,
coming out head of the poll with 19 won games; Mr.
Weisenfield, of Cl. 3, won 18 games, and took second prize ;
while Mr. Warm, of Cl. 1, with 15 games gained the third.
There were 14 competitors.

A new club was founded on December 3rd, at Grand
Rapids, Mich., Mr. Shinkman being among the members,
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As a nucleus to the funds of the proposed Congress at
Cincinnati, several Baltimore gentlemen have agreed to make
up a purse of 100 dollars, to be offered as a prize for the most
brilliant game.

. Mr. Sellman has challenged Gen. Congdon to a match,
offering him the P and move, but the General declined.

Mr. Schofield has won the gold, and Mr, Hughes the
silver medal, in the Baltimore Chess Association Tourney.

There is some talk of an International Chess Congress at
Cincinnati, It is not intended as a rival scheme to the
New York Congress, but as an auxiliary, to induce foreign
players, as well as natives, to enter for both.

The Omaha Club has now 57 members, and is about to
hold two tournaments, to determine who are to represent it
at the Cincinnati and New York Congresses. The Ohio
Chess Association, will hold its Championship Contest at
Cincinnati, on February 22nd.

CANADA.—The Governor General has become the Patron
of the Canadian Chess Association, which will hold its
annual meeting at Quebec, on January 16th. There will be
three prizes, and the winner of the first will be entitled to
hold the solid silver Championship Cup, lined with gold,
presented by the President, L. Detroit, Esq., which will become
the property of the player who shall twice win it. At least
six competitors must enter for the trophy or it will not
be awarded.

CUBA.—E! Sport informs us that great activity prevails
at the Havana Chess Club, and that more talles will shortly
be wanted for the increasing number of players in attendance.
The fourth handicap tourney of the club ended in first
honours being awarded to Senor Diaz; Senores Golmayo,
Carvajal, and Ponce having equal scores for second place. A
match of two simultaneous games, by correspondence, is
being played with Philadelphia, for $50 a side.

AUSTRALIA.—8timulated by the success of the late
Adelaide meeting, the promoters of the proposed Chess
Congress at Melbourne, this year, have resolved to make it
worthy of the occasion, and corresponding in importance
with the International Exhibition, which is to commemorate
the centenary of Australia, by throwing open the chief
tourney to all the world. The Congress will probably take
place in September or October, and the committee hope to
raise sufficient funds to attract some American and European
players to take part in it. In the major teurney, it is
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intended that the first prize shall not be less than £150, and
the entrance fee £3 3s. The rules of the London 1883
Congress will be adopted, with certain exceptions, the chief
of these being that one game will have to be finished every
day of play,which will be five or six each week ; competitors
will contest one game only with every other, and drawn
games will count half to each. In playing off ties, the
winner must score two games, and draws will not count.
The time limit will be fixed at 17 moves per hour. For the
minor tourney, the entrance fee will be £1 1s., and residence
in Australasia for a period of at least six months before the
Congress, will be required as a qualification for competing
in it. The play in this contest will be in sections, and the
time limit 20 moves an hour. We wish the promoters all
success in their arduous undertaking, and trust that as the
Congress is international, it will receive a world-wide
support. Subscriptions may be at once forwarded to the
Treasurer of the Committee, Mr. Andrew Burns, 67, Temple
Court, Melbourne. The Governor of Victoria has consented
to act as patron of the Melbourne Centennial International
Tourney. .

A team match took place on October 14th, between the
Melbourne and Victorian Clubs, each represented by 14
players, and the result was a drawn battle, a total of 7 games
being scored by each side.

‘We are sorry to report (says the Mail) that the old Sydney
Chess Club will cease to hold its meetings for some time to
come. The proprietors of Compagnoni’s have given the club
notice that they require the chess-room for business purposes.
Besides this reasen, the attendance of members for some
time past has not been encouraging. Mr. Chamier and
Mr. Russell, who were accustomed to meet regularly at the
club, have dropped out of the chess circle. Mr. Walker and .
Mr. Smith have unfortunately too many other engagetwents
to find time for chess. The valuable club property will
therefore be stored until the spirit of chess moves lovers of
the game to energetic action.

NEW ZEALAND.—A match by telegraph took place at the

‘end of September, between Dunedin and Timarn Chess

Clubs, victory resting with the latter by a score of 6 to 23.
On October 14th and 15th, the Wellington Club was
honoured by a visit from Baron Heydebrand von der Lasa,
who was at the time staying with the Governor. The
celebrated master played two games with Mr. Benbow, both
of which were drawn. The Annual Tourney of the
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Wellington Club, with 25 competitors, was nearly over when
the mail left.

RuUss1A.—The St. Petersburg Club have celebrated by a
banquet, their victory over London in the late Correspondence
Match ; they have also challenged the Vienna Club to a
similar contest, the only difference being the stipulation that
a score of one game and a draw, shall entitle the victors to
three-fourths instead of the whole of the stakes.

FRANCE.—A new club has been formed in Paris, called
“The French Association of Chess and other Games,” which
is to be established in rooms above the Café de la Régence.
The subscription is 25 francs.

The director and subscribers of the Stratégie, as well as a
large number of amateurs, request M. Grévy to accept their
respectful acknowledgment of the numerous and generous
marks of sympathy for the cause of Chess, which he has
given during his Presidency of the Republic.

GERMANY.—The Angustea Chess Club of Leipsic, has
begun its winter tourney with 17 entrants. Herr Bardeleben
lately played five blindfold games at the club, of which he
won 3, and the other 2 were left as drawn, though much in
his favour. A consultation game between Herren Bardele-
ben and Bock on the one side, and Herren Von Gottschall
and Roegner on the other, was also drawn.

The fourth annual congress of the Erzgbuge-Vogtland
Chess Union, recently took place at Planen. Nine clubs
were represented by 40 players, and there were the usunal
tourneys. Herr Zwanzig was among the vigitors.

At the Munich Club, a winter tourney with 12 entries is
in progress, and two correspondence games are being played
with the Berlin Academical Club.

On account of ill health, Herr Lehner has been obliged
to give up editing the Chess column in the Neue Illustrivte
Zeitung, and it has now ceased.

ITaALY.—The Duke of Genoa, who is an ardent Chess-
player, has become an honorary member of the Turin Chess
Circle, whereof the Crown Prince Amedens is already the
Honorary President. The Turin Circle, will, this winter,
organise classes for the instruction of beginners in Chess, as
it did so successfully last year. A handsome trophy, in the
form of a banner embroidered in silk, silver, and gold, has
been presented to the Circle by Signor Bonaveggi, as the
first prize for the annual tourney of 1888.
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PIERCE GAMBIT.

PtoK4 KttoQB3 PtoB4 KttoB3 PtoQ4
1 2 — 3 4 5
PtoK4 KttoQB3 PtakesP PtoKKt4

I propose in this game to show how to meet a very
ingenious defence, which was originally adopted, I believe,
by some of the Brighton Chess Players, in a tourney held to
test this opening, and which met with considerable success
at the time. It consists in the continuation 5..., P to Kt 5
6 B to B 4, P takes Kt; 7 Castles, P to Q 4; the position at
this point is—

BLACK.

WHITE,
White to play his 8th move.

Black ingeniously sacrifices his Q P, to gain time and a
counter attack.

8 PtakesQP

The choice seems to be between this move and Kt takes P.
If the latter, Black would probably continue B to K Kt 5, and
the position is more disadvantageous to White, as he has no
open King’s file on which to check with R or Q; suppose
now 9 P takes P or (A), Bto R 6; 10 B takes P, R to Bsq;
11 QtoQ2 Ktto B3; 12 Bto K Kt 5, RtoK Ktsq;
13 K to R sq, Kt takes K P, &c., or (A) 9Qto Q 3, Kt to Kt 5;
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10 Kt takes Kt, B takes Kt; 11 B takes P ch, K takes B ;
12 Qto B4ch, Bto K3; 13 Q takes K B, Q to Kt 4;
14 RtoB2; KttoB3orBtoR 6, and Black’s game seems

preferable.
8 BtoKKtd

A difficult attack to meet. Black threatens to win the Q
next move. The best reply, and in my opinion the only
one which sustains White’s game and keeps the attack with
‘him, is—

9 RtoKsqch

It may, however, be useful here, to show the probable
results of other lines of play, namely, (1) P takes P, (2) R to
B 2, (3) R takes P and (4) Q to K sq ch.

(1) 9 P takes P, Bto R 6; 10 R to K sq ch (or 10 P takes
Kt,Qto Kt4ch; 11 K to B 2, Q to R 5 ch, &c.), KKt to
K2; 11 Btakes P, RtoKtsqch; 12 BtoKt3, Ktto R4
with the superior game. :

(2) 9 R to B 2 is certainly inferior, either B to Kt 2, Kt
to R 4 or Q Kt to K 2 would be safe replies.

(3) 9 R takes P is too bold! for then B takes R; 10 Q
takes B, Kt takes P; 11 Qto K 4ch, Qto K2; 12 Q takes
Kt, Q to B 4 forcing the exchange of Queens.

(4) 9 Q to K sq ch, this is a stronger move than any of the
others, except the text move, but with careful play, it can be
effectually met. The right answer is B to K 2 [if K Kt to
K2; 10Btakes P, PtoQR 3 (if KttoR4; 11KttoK 4
&c.); 11 B to K 5, Kt takes B; 12 Q takes Kt, R to K Kt sq ;
13 Ktto K 4 &c.]; 10 Q to K 4 [this, or B takes P seems
best ; the answer to 10 B takes P is of course Kt takes P
continued with 11 B to K 5, Kt to K 7 ch; 12 Kt takes Kt,
P takes Kt ; 13 B takes P, B takes B; 14 Q takes B, P to K
B3; 15 Btakes K B P, Kt takes B; 16 R takes Kt, R to K
Bsq; 17Rto K6, RtoB2; 18 Q to Kt 5 ch, K to Bsq with
the better game ; if White try 10 Kt to Kt § the following is
likely, P to Q R 3; 11 P takes Kt, P takes Kt; 12 P takes P,
Qtakes Pch; 13 Rto B2 RtoKtsq; 14 Btakes P ch, K
to Bsq, &c.], Pto B4; 11 Qtakes P (B4), BtoQ3; 12 R
to K sq ch, K to Bsq and White’s attack is exhausted. If
13 Qto R 6 ch, Kt takes Q; 14 B takes Kt ch, K to B 2;
15 P takes Kt disch.,,Kto Kt3; 16 Rto K6ch, Kto R4;
17 B to Kt 7, Black escapes by B takes P ch, &c.

9 KKttoK 2
Black may also play (1) Bto K 2 and (2) Q Kt to K 2; thus
g{l)BtoK)Z; 10 P takes P, Kt to R 4; 11 B to Bsq, B to
4: 12 P to Kt 4 winning the Kt. (2) Q Kt to K2; 10 Bto
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Kt 5 ch, Bto Q2 best; 11 B takes P, B takes B (a); 12 Kt
takes B, Rto Bsq; 13 Pto Q 6, &c,or (a)11..., Pto Q R 3;
12 Bto B 4, &c.

10 KttoK 4

Threatening mate. It is necessary to make this move before
taking P with P, for if now 10 P takes P, Bto R 6 and White
cannot take the Kt, because of the deadly check of R
winning the Q at least.
10 BtoKt2
The only move.
11 P takes P 11 KttoR 4

If now Bto R 6; then 12 P takes Kt, R to K Kt sq (or B
takes P ch; 13 K to Rsq); 13 B takes Pch K takes B; 14 Kt
to Kt 5 ch, K to B sq; 15 Kt takes B, &c.

12 BtoBsq

The only move to sustain the attack ; it is both defensive
and attacking, as White threatens the B and also to win the
Q Kt by Pto Kt4. The position at this critical point of
the game is—

BLACK.

WHITE.

Black to play his 12th move.
The only other move of White, instead of 12 B to B sq is 12
B to Kt 5 ch, to which the best reply is Bto Q 2, not P to B 3,
for in that case White will obtain the advantage by 13 P
takes B, P takes B; 14 P to Q 6 then if Kt to Kt 3 (QtoKt
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3 is better) White wins by 15 Kt to B6 ch, Kto Bsq: 16 R
to K 8 ch, Q takes R; 17 Kt takes Q. R takes Kt; 18 P to
Kt 3, &c. But after 12 Bto Kt 5ch, Bto Q 2; 13 B takes B
ch, Q takes B; 14 P to Kt 4, R to K Kt or Kt to B 5 with
the better game by far.

12 BtoR 4

He may also play Q takes P when the following will ocecar,
13 P takes B, B takes P ch; 14 Ktto B2! If 12.., Bto
B4; 13PtoKt4, Rto KKtsq (or13...,QtakesP; 14 P
takes Kt, B takes P ch ; 15 K to R sq, B takes R?; 16 Kt to
B 6 ch, &c.; or 13..., B takes Kt; 14 P takes B!, Rto K
Ktsq; 15 Kto Rsq, &c.); 14 Kto Rsq, Q takes P; 15 P
takes Kt, B takes P; 16 Kt to B 6 ch, K to Bsq!; 17 Kt
takes R, B takes R ; 18 Q takes Q, Kt takes Q ; 19 KttoR 6,
BtoB6!; 20 Bto R3 ch, KtoKt2; 21 Kt takes Bch, K
to B3; 22 R to Q sq, and in each case White ought to win.

13 PtoB4

White dare not attempt to win the Q Kt by 13 P to Kt 4 now,
for Black would play in answer R to K Kt sq necessitating
14 K to B 2 (not K to R sq because of B takes Q P, and if 15
Q takes B, B takes P ch; 16 B to Kt 2, B takes B ch, &c.),
Q takes P; 15 P takes Kt, B takes P ch, and Black shonld

win.
13 RtoKKtsq
14 KtoB2

Not K to R sq for fear of the reply B takes Q P, and Whitg

dare not take the B. .
14 PtoQKt4

It is very difficult to find a really good move for Black here ;
it seems natural he should try to release his Kt, and this can
only be done by P to Q Kt 4 or 3; if he play P to Q Kt 3,
then follows 15 B takes P, P to K R 3 (or Kt to Kt 2, 16 B to
Kt 5); 16 Q to Q 2 or P to Q 6, with the better game,

15 KttoB5 15 Kt takes P?

This is a bad move, but has he a better ? White still threatens
Pto Kt 4, forcing Kt takes P. Perhaps a better move is 15...,
K to B sq.

16 B takes Kt 16 P takes B
17 QtoR4ch 17 K to Bsq
18 KttoQ7ch 18 K toKsq
19 Kt to B 6 dbl ch . 19 KtoBsg

20 Kt takes P mate
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The above game has not actually occurred in play, and
the ending might of course be easily avoided, but it is not at
all improbable, and will serve to show the dangerous
position Black is in at the 15th move. The above analysis is -
intended to meet a special defence after Blacks 7th and 8th
moves, P to Q 4 and B to Kt 5.

It may be that 7..., P to Q 3 is a sounder defence
followed by 8 Q takes P, B to K 3, &c., and it also may
eventually be proved that White's 7th move Castles, will
require emendation, and that 7 Q B takes P is a stronger move.
All this, however, must form the subject of future
experience and analysis.

W. TIMBRELL PIERCE.
September, 1837,

" BRITISH CHESS ASSOCIATION.
THIRD ANNUAL CONGRESS.

The Third Annual Congress of the British Chess Associa-
tion, commenced on Tuesday, 29th November, in the rooms
of the British Chess Club, 37, King Street, Covent Garden.
The proceedings included a National Master Tournament,
an Amateur Championship Tournament, and Tennyson and
Ruskin Tournaments. The Congress closed officially, on
Monday, 12th December, but, as a matter of fact, play in the
tie-match between Burn and Gunsberg for first and second
places in the Master Tournament, did not cease till Friday,
16th December; whilst the play in the other contests was
prolonged even to a later date.

The chief public interest naturally centred round the
National Master Tournament, although the other contests
were, certainly, not devoid of considerable attraction. The
play took place in the large room of the Club, which was
effectively decorated by Mr, V. Jettley. The Newnes
Challenge Cup formed a prominent feature of the decorations,
and was much admired. The room itself, though, of course,
not equal to the Victoria Hall of the Criterion, is both long
and lofty, and is very suitable for such a gathering. At one
end sat the Masters, within a roped-in space, whilst the
Amateurs found accommodation at the other end.

The players who took part in the Master Tournament,
were Mr. Amos Burn, of Liverpool ; and Messrs. H. E. Bird,
J. H. Blackburne, A. Guest, I. Gunsberg, F. Lee, J. Mason,
J. Mortimer, W, H, K. Pollock, and J, H. Zukertort, of
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London. Originally, the Rev. A. B. Skipworth’s name
appeared in the list in place of Mr. Guest, but at the last
moment, the rev. gentleman declined to play, as he objected
to the Tournament being held in a private club, and to make
up the number to 10 and so keep it a one-game fight, Mr.
Guest volunteered to play. On the first day of play, the
players did not sit down till three o’clock, but after that, two
o’clock was the hour of play, except on Saturday, 3rd
December, when play started at noon, to give time for the
banquet to be held in the evening. As our space is limited,
it is impossible for us to go through the play day by day,
and we must content ourselves with a passing glance at the
salient points in the play of the various masters.

The first and second prizes were tied for by Mr, A. Burn
and Mr. I. Gunsberg, and, as after five games had been
played to settle the tie it was still unsolved, their position in
the present Tournament must be considered absolutely equal,
and we commence first with a notice of Mr. BURN’S play
simply because his name falls so alphabetically. Taken all
through the Tournament, Mr. Burn’s play was of a very high
order indeed, and, except for his lucky win against Gunsberg
on the 30th November, fortune had but little to do with his
successive victories. He displayed, throughout, great caution,
coolness, and steadiness, and, as a master in the modern
school, he has never shown himself to greater advantage ;
set, behind this caution, there lay a strong reserve of inven-
tion, and when he got the opportunity, he at times “ flashed
8 blinding stroke ” that even Morphy need not have
disdained. Undoubtedly, Burn is showing himself more
and more to be a great match player. In his game against
Lee, he had a more difficult task than might have been
expected, considering this was Lee's first game in a Master
Tournament. Lee defended with a French of a very close
form, evidently looking for a draw; but, at length, the
younger master had to haul down his flag. Burn, in his
turn, defended with a French against Gunsberg. About the
10th move, Burn began to get a somewhat inferior game.
He had moved his K Kt to Q Kt 3 to support the Q P,
but Gunsberg took instant advantage of the weakened position,
and pushed on a smart attack, winning the exchange on the
19th move, and sacrificing a Kt on the 26th move. To avert
worse disaster, Burn was obliged to give up his Q for a R on
his 30th move, but with his Kt left in a strong attacking
position, and to break this down, Gunsberg, in his turn, gave
his Q for a Kt, being left with a forced win. We append the
position, on the following diagram :—
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BLACK (BURN).
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Considerable excitement at this point existed amongst the
spectators, as it was even then felt that the fate of one of the
prizes would be materially affected by the result of this game.
“ Gunsberg wins and will win the first prize!” thus ran, in
hushed whispers, the exclamations of his friends, whilst
Burn’s friends looked anxious. Gunsberg sat looking at the
board for some time, his head a little bent on one side. At
last he lifts his arm, his fingers are outstretched, « will he
grasp the right piece ?” Alas, for him, no! for he picks up
the attacked Kt and plays it to R 2, and then Burn, by playing
36..., R to R 7, effectively stopped the P’s from Queening
with advantage, and his superior force won. Had Gunsberg
played the simple move 36 P to R 8 Queen, he would have
won right off. In his game with Zukertort, Burn was fated to
suffer his only defeat in the Tournament, and we will speak
of it at length, when referring to the former's play. His game
against Bird was a fine piece of Chess ; Bird opened 1 P to K
B 4 and the game was a very even one for some time, but
Burn at length got an attack on two weak P’s by a Kt, forcing
Bird to lose time in defending them, and from this point
Burn drew ahead, and at last he won a well fought game.
Mortimer defended a Ruy Lopez against Burn by his own
ingenious variation, and some pretty play ensued, but Burn
was too strong and won in good style. The game between
Magon and Burn was a very beautiful specimen of both
master’s play. Mason opened 1 P to Q B 4 and the game took
in a Fianchetto development on both sides. With dogged
tenacity Mason held his own, whilst Burn tried his best, by

AN




32 THE BRITISH CHESS MAGAZINE.

several strategical moves to break through, directing his
main attention to Mason’s Q P which was somewhat weak ;
slight as the advantage was, Burn succeeded in gradually
breaking down Mason’s defence, and won a fine game. This
was an important game, for Mason is at all times a dangerous
foe, and he has been gradually regaining something like his
old form, und as Gunsberg had only lost one game—that to
Burn himself—and Burn had lost one, it was evident that
the latter could not safely allow another hole to be made in
his score. Burn played a French defence against Guest, and
the latter emerged from!the opening with what looked like
an advantage, for it was noticed that Burn’s Q P was isolated
and looked weak. Elated, it may be, by this hopeful sign,
the young master played rashly, and initiating an unsound
attack by the sacrifice of a piece threw away all chance, and
Burn won. The game between Burn and Blackburne was
also of a most important character, as in certain contingencies
the latter was still a possible first prize winner, and it was
soon seen that Blackburne intended to win if he could, as
the draw would not help his score. Burn opened with 1 Kt
to K B 3, and the game for some time was of an uneventful
nature ; but Blackburne, at length, sacrificed a Pawn to try
and force the game. The sacrifice did not succeed, however,
and he had to give up another Pawn to keep an attack.
This, however, was not strong enough to overcome Burn’s
stubborn defence, and the latter won. The last round
brought Burn and Pollock face to face. The latter is often
a dangerous foe, and that more especially towards the end of
a Tournament, as witness his defeat of Captain Mackenzie,
in the 1886 B.C.A. Tournament. Burn and Gunsberg were
still equal (7 out of 8), and it was evident that Burn could
not afford to play any tricks with his score in such a critical
condition. Burn again adopted a French, and a somewhat
slow game ensued when Pollock gave up a Pawn, which he
followed up by sacrificing a second. The attack he got,
however, was not sound, and he soon after lost the exchange,
and Burn won. Burn’s score at the final was, therefore, 8
out of a possible 9.

GUNSBERG'S play throughout the Tournament has been
excellent, and though, like Burn, he had one stroke of good
fortune- -in his game with Bird—jyet his position on the
score sheet was well deserved. His play is not so cool and
cautious as that of Burn, but, on the other hand, he is a very
‘“trippy ” player, and full of subtle strokes, and, although
not so absolutely accurate, as a rule, in his analysis as Burn,
often hits npon a happy idea almost by intuition, trusting to
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the “chapter of accidents” to bring him safely through. In
the first round, he had to meet Mason, and the latter opened
with a Giunoco Piano, which was a very interesting one, and
carefully opened on both sides. Gunsberg, at length, got
his two Bishops posted on adjoining diagonals in a very
threatening manner, but his K was somewhat exposed, as he
had Castled on the Queen’s side. Each player pushed on his
own game, and Mason's attack, at one time, looked very
formidable ; Gunsberg, however, was equal to the occasion,
and pushing on his Pawns on both flanks, at length won.
In the third round, he had to meet the formidable Blackburne.
The latter opened with a Muzio Gambit, defended by
Gunsberg with great care. To win the Q Kt P however, he
placed his Q somewhat out of play, and Blackburne tried to
trap her, but without avail, for Gunsberg got his R into play,
and swept off the Pawns and won. Pollock played a Greco
Counter Gambit against Gunsberg, but got on little better
than he had done when he played it against Blackburne in
the first round, for on the 9th move he was forced to give up
a piece without any avail, however, for Gunsberg had it all
his own way and won. Guest opened with a Giuoco Piano
against Gunsberg, and played a very stubborn game indeed.
The Pawns on both flanks were thrown up, but Gunsberg
forced a passage on the Q's side, and, notwithstanding Guest's
admirably handled defence, Gunsberg won, but not till the
65th move. His game against Zukertort was a four Kis
opening, but on the 9th move the latter blundered, thus
losing a piece. To keep up what little attack he had, he was
obliged to give up the exchange, being thus a clear R down.
His attack, however, was not strong enough to break down
Gunsberg’s defence, and the latter won. The eighth round
found Bird and Gunsberg opposed to each other. This, of
course, was a most important game for Gunsberg, just as
Burn’s game with Blackburne, in the same round, was for
Burn. Bird opened with a Ruy Lopez, and played in his
very best form, displaying all those brilliant qualities for
which he was renowned in the early days of his play. By
Gunsberg’s somewhat weak play on the 6th and 8th moves,
he got a slight advantage, and this he kept in hand, pushing
his attack, and Gunsberg could not Castle with safety on
either side, but had to play his K to K 2 instead. To keep
up his attack, Bird in the 33rd move boldly gave up the
exchange, which he followed up by a series of admirably
playred moves. On the 39th move, Gunsberg ingeniously
sacrificed his Q B P to get his Q into play, but still leaving
Bird with a won game. On the 44th move, the position
appeared as on the diagram :— A
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BLACK (GUNSBERG) last move 43—Kt (B 2) to Q 3.
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Great was the interest in the game, and the spectators were
crowding round the players. It was known that Gunsberg
had for some time been in difficulties, that he had been
playing most ingeniously, whilst Bird had not given up an
inch of ground. Gunsberg looked for some time at the
position before playing his 44th move—Kt from B 2 to Q 3.
Hardly, however, had he placed the Kt on the sq, when Bird,
almost without a glance at the position, took up his B and
played 45 B takes P, and a little murmur of disappointment
could not be suppressed amongst the spectators, for the move
played was fatal, whilst he actually had mate in two before
him. 45 Q takes P ch, K takes Q 46 B to B 3 mate, for the
cavalier on skipping to Q 3 had blocked the only square of
escape. The move actually played 45 B takes P was
answered by Gunsberg playing 45...Kt takes B and Bird’s
game was hopeless, and he resigned on the 49th move. Thus,
if ill-luck snatched a well-deserved victory from Gunsberg
in his game with Burn, Dame Fortune had now returned the
loan, for here was a game, lost beyond redemption, actually
given to him at the last moment. In the last round, Guns-
berg had to meet Mortimer, and he elected to play a Centre
Gambit. The moves went 1 Pto K 4, Pto K 4; 2 P to Q 4,
P takes P; and then Gunsberg took up the P and his own
Queen, but before he almost had time to place the Q on the
Q 4, Mortimer played 3.. Kt to Q B 3, and Gunsberg placed
his Q on B 4. Mortimer looked up with a pnzzled smile.
“Is that your move?” said he, evidently thinking that in the
quickness of the move the Q had gone by error to B 4 instead
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of Q 4 “Yes! yes!” said Gunsberg, “let it stand.”
Mortimer, who had evidently expected the usual 4 Q to K 3,
seemed puzzled at this ¢ new departure,” and took some time
over his reply, but he did not get a good game despite
Gunsberg's weak move, and the latter won. This made his
score 8 out of 9, and he and Burn tied for first and second
places.

The Committee decided that the tie should be played off,
the first winner of two games, to be the winner of the first
prize. Play in the tie-match commenced on Monday, 12th
December, and it certainly was of as much, if not more,
interest than the Tournament itself. Burn had the move in
the first game, and opened with 1 Kt to K B 3, which he
followed up by advancing his Queen’s P on the second move,
followed by a Fianchetto development on the 5th move.
Gunsberg seemingly weakened his game by advancing his R
P on the 8th move, and on the 15th move, he offered the
sacrifice of a Kt for an attack which subsequent analysis has
proved to be unsound. Burn, however, with the time-limit
before him preferred to keep his game in hand, instead of
risking intricate combinations. After several time-saving
repetition of moves from the 17th to the 21st, Burn prepared
to advance his P’s on both wings with a strong game. Some
very delicate manceuvres now took place, the outcome of
which was that Gunsberg got a Bishop completely blocked
on K B 5, whilst Burn had still a good game. On the 39th
move he could have forced the game as was discovered by
Mr. Bird. We give the position on a diagram :—

BLACK (GUNSBERG).
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WHITE (BURN) to play.
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Here White by sacrificing the R for the P could have won—
e.g., 39 R takes P; now, if Black takes the R with the P it
is mate in 3, and if, with the B White forces the game in a
few moves, whilst, if he refuse to capture the R, his game
becomes completely broken up. However, time-limit again
prevailed, for Mr. Burn had nearly expended his second
hour, and he played 39 Q to K 4, a good and sound move.
On the 44th move he sacrificed the exchange in a very
brilliant combination, and we give a diagram of the game at
this point.
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WHITE (BURN) to play.

Mr. Burn now played 44 R takes B, and Mr. Gunsberg
replied 44..., Kt P takes R. Mr. Burn then advanced
the P to Kt 5 and speedily forced the game. On the
conclusion of the game the position was analysed by many
of the players present, and Mr. Burn’s combination was
found to be sound in every variation. This game, altogether,
is a fine specimen of Mr. Burn’s skill as a strategical player,
whilst Mr. Gunsberg, though losing, is not disgraced, for he
played an uphill game very well.

The second tie-match game was played on Tuesday, 13th
December. Burn, being second player, defended with a
French. Each master looked rather for safety than brilliancy,
Burn being content to wait his opportunity, whilst Gunsberg
dared not risk anything in the face of his score. A sound,
steady game, therefore resulted, and it was given up as drawn,
on the 46th move,
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The third game was played on the Wednesday, Burn
having the move. He again opened 1 Kt to K B 3,and
Gunsberg defended by a similar Fianchetto to that he adopted
in one of his games against Blackburne, at Bradford. On the
11th move, Burn threw up his K R P to its 4th, and this wasa
source of subsequent weakness. We give a diagram of the
position on the 13th move :—

BLACK (GUNSBERG) to play.
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WHITE (BURN).

Mr. Gunsberg now played 13..., P to K 4, a most excellent
move, for after the exchange of the pieces, Burn’s Q P was
isolated and weak. Mr. Gunsberg then got a check with his
R at K 8q driving the K to B sq, 'and he then got both Rs
into effective play, and Mr. Burn resigned on the 33rd move.
Though not possessing the brilliant possibilities of the first
game of the match, this was a well played game of the close
form, and reflects great credit on Mr. Gunsberg. The score
was now Burn, 1; Gunsberg, 1; drawn, 1; and this balance
of affairs drew a very large number of spectators together to
witness the fourth game, which was played on the Thursday.
Gunsberg opened with 1 P to Q 4, and a very steady game of
the close kind took place, each side developing in approved
manner, and on the 8th move, the position was exactly
similar on both sides. On the 15th move, however, Gansberg
imprudently played his R to K B 3, and this lost him the
exchange. He, however, had a Bishop on Q Kt 2 sweeping
the diagonal and getting his Rook and Queen into fine play
against the K; he played most ingeniously, and Burn was
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compelled to act on the defensive. Burn managed, however,
to capture the Q R P with his Q, obtaining thereby a passed
P for the end game, but Gunsberg, in the meanwhile, kept
his attack going most beautifully, and eventually Burn had
to give up the exchange in his turn, but was left witha P
ahead. At the 49th move, Burn had a forced win, but missed
it. We give a diagram of the position at this point.

BLACK (BURN) to play.
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In this position, Mr. Blackburne pointed out that Black could
force the game by 49...,QtoB7¢ch; 50KtoR3,Qto K6 ch;
51 Kto R4, Ktto Kt 3 ch! and now, whether White takes
the Kt with P or R, Black answers with 52..., Q to K 8 ch,
winning. Fatigued however by a long sitting, Mr. Burn
missed the point, and relying upon his extra for the end
game, he played 49..., Q takes R, and the Q’s were changed off.
But his extra Pawn was no use to him, and the game was
drawn on the 65th move, after six hours’ hard fighting.
When Mr. Burn missed his chance, Mr. Blackburne’s face
was a study. He passed through the opening in the curtain
which covered the doorway, and as he got into the porch,
he raised his hands, screwed his face round into such an
expression of helpless agony that only J. L. Toole could hope
to imitate. “They can’t play an end game” he growled out,
solto voce; “they can't play an end game.” The score was
Burn, 1; Gunsberg, 1; drawn, 2. On Friday, 16th December,
the fifth and last game in the tie-match was played. Burn
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opened once again with 1 Kt to K B 3, and, like the second
game, this was more remarkable for cautious development
and guarded play, than for interesting points or beautiful
combiunations. At the time of adjournment, the positition
looked very like a draw, and on the time arriving for
resamption of play a drawn game was decided upon, and the
score was Burn, 1; Gunsberg, 1; drawn, 3. In the face of
this balance of forces, and not being wishful to break into
another week, the Committee decided that the match should
be drawn, and the first and second prizes divided. Mr. A.
Burn and Mr. I. Gunsberg, therefore, each took £25.

BLACKBURNE'S score has certainly not been altogether
satisfactory to his friends, but he still keeps his unbroken
record of being a constant Tournament prize-winner. His
play too, at times, scarcely showed him at his best, and the
wisdom of his choice of a Muzio Gambit against Gunsberg,
might be questioned. But then, Blackburne is an *“old
tournament hand,” and in choosing this risky opening (risky
I mean in this sense, that if it fails the failure is absolute)
he may have had inducements that outsiders know nothing
of. He may, for example, have had an idea of a new line of
play in some variation that never presented itself, or he may
have speculated on Gunsberg not being “up” in the opening,
or he might have expected Gunsberg to play a particular
defence which he could soon beat. Whatever idea he
had in playing this form of the Kt's Gambit it “ did'nt come
off,” and his score suffered accordingly. His game with
Pollock was played in a very dashing style. Pollock gave
him a chance which he took promptly enough. The defence
was a Greco Counter Gambit, and Pollock got a very con-
strained game. On the 8th move, Blackburne checked with
his Q at K R 5th, and upon the P interposing at Kt 3, he
captured it with his Kt, and then on this being taken by the
R P, he captured P with Q checking. From this point
Pollock’s doom was sealed, but he hastened the end by his
15th move, B takes Kt P, whereby Blackburne was able to
force the game off hand. Lee opened with a Ruy Lopez, and
on the l4th move Blackburne gave up a P for the attack,
following this up on the 18th move by giving up asecond P, and
on the 24th move the attack was getting so hot that Lee gave
up his Kt for a P, and by some ingenious play got three Pawns
together in the centre, and well advanced. But Blackburne’s
attack was still powerful. We give a diagram of the position
on the 33rd move.
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BLACK (BLACKBURNE).

WHITE (LEE) to play.

The game now proceeded 33 Q to R 5, Kt takes P; 34 Q
takes R P, R takes Pch; 35BtoQ3,QtoBb5ch; 36 Kto
Bsq,B to Kt 4 ch; 37 K to Kt sq, R takes B; and Lee
resigned. Blackburne played a French against Zukertort, and
won a Pawn on the 10th move, R’s and Q’s were changed off
on the 19th and 20th moves, and in the end game Blackburne
got his P up to Q 7, and Zukertort resigned on the 41st move.
Blackburne’s game with Bird was both a long and an
interesting one. The opening was a Scotch, defended by
Mr. Bird with rare skill, and it taxed Mr. Blackburne’s
utmost efforts to effect a draw, which he did on the 69th move.
Blackburne played a Centre Counter Gambit against Mortimer.
The latter stuck to his Gambit Pawn, whilst Blackburne
rapidly developed his game, and this being accomplished, he
carried the enemy's entrenchment by a coup de main, and
won after two and a half-hours’ play. Blackburne played a
Scotch against Mason, which the latter hardly defended in
the strongest possible manner. Not that he perpetrated any
very obvious blunder or fell into any concealed trap. He
failed. however, to do the right thing at the right time, and
by allowing Blackburne to get his R's posted on an open file,
he greatly injured his game, and had to lose time in moving
his own R. This slight advantage, however, was sufficient
for Blackburne, who won. He adopted a French against
Guest, who lost a move or two in the opening. for which he
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had to pay the penalty of an inferior game, and Blackburne
won on the 66th move. This gave him the third prize, with
the total score of 6% out of a possible 9.

ZUKERTORT, too, has not come up to the expectation of
his friends, and his play at times undoubtedly lacked that
force and precision, which marked it in his palmy days of
1883. Mortimer played a Ruy Lopez against him, and the
game went smoothly for some time, but on the 19th move,
Zukertort got a chance and won brilliantly. He also had a
very easy victory over Mason, who, in a French defence,
continued 3..., B to Kt 5,a move accounted weak on all sides,
and Zukertort at once got a better game. Mason followed up
his ill-advised sortie of the B by two or three weak moves,
and at last left mate in two on the board, after an hour-and-
a-half’s play. In his game with Burn however, Zukertort
showed much of his old form. Bum offered a Queen’s
Gambit, which Zukertort of course declined, and a very good
example of a well-played close opening ensued, but about
the 13th move, Burn seemed to lose a little time, and
Zukertort got his Q posted strongly on K 2; on his 23rd
move, Zukertort gave a powerful stroke by advancing P to Q
5 which resulted in the exchange of Q's, leaving him the
better game. On the 27th move, Zukertort played P to Q 6,
and Burn replied 27...,Kt to Q B 3, from the effects of which he
never recovered, though he fought on till the 51st move before
he resigned. Had he played 27 Kt to Kt 3, his game would
have been much better, and a draw might have resulted.
This win gave Zukertort 3 out of a possible 8, and as Guest
was the only other player who had a clean score, Zukertort’s
chances for first prize looked very promising. But “there'’s
many a slip 'twixt the cup and the lip,” and this victory
proved the last that he should win for several rounds, and,
indeed it was not till the eighth round, that he secured
another win. Pollock played a Staunton opening against
him, and played it very well and certainly got a little the
better game, and sacrificing a P for an attack, he seemed
likely to win, but was not able to do so; but by a pretty
sacrifice of the exchange, he forced a draw. Lee played a
French against Zukertort, and drew, after having had a forced
win in hand. Guest pluckily accepted an Evans from the
Master, but the result was not difficult to foresee, and
Zukertort speedily won. The game between Zukertort
and Bird was a Vienna, and after some good play, Zukertort
won. This brought his total score up to 6, and gave him
fourth place.
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The fifth place was taken by POLLOCK, who has certainly
not added to his reputation during the present encounter.
His playing the Greco counter—a recognised risky defence—
so many times did not show good generalship, and doubtless
had a good deal to do with his comparatively poor score.
His play against Lee, however, was of a high order. The
latter, defended by a French, and taking his Q out of the game,
on the vain supposition that he could thereby win a Pawn, he
allowed Pollock to get up an attack from which he never
recovered, and Pollock won. We have already mentioned
his draw against Zukertort, and we can only add that he
fairly earned the half-point, for his play was exceedingly
good. His game also with Bird, was well and correctly
played. The latter opened with a Giuoco Piano, and, as
usual with him, early advanced P to Kt 4, but he never got
more than equal terms with Pollock, who at last forced a
draw by perpetual check in an ending, when each had a Q
and equal Pawns. His play against Mortimer was dashing
and brilliant. The opening was a three Kt's, and Pollock
got a strong attack before the first dozen moves had been
played. ¢ Horse, foot, and artillery ’ rushed to the charge,
and at last Pollock, by a sacrifice of his Queen, had a mate in
two in sight, and Mortimer resigned. Invigorated, doubt-
less, by his now rising score, Pollock sat down in good spirits
to play Mason, and this may have had something to do with
his adopting once more the Greco Counter—2..., P to K B 4—
despite his defeats by Blackburne and Gunsberg in the same
opening. Be that as it may, however, he had better fortune
with it this time, for Mason did not get by any means a good
game, and Pollock playing very elegantly, won. This, how-
ever, was his first victory, for in the final round, Burn
defeated him as we have already said, and he therefore came
in fifth, with 4 out a possible 9.

Next came the young master F. LEE, and his score must
be considered very creditable, when it is borne in mind, that
this being his first appearance in a Master Tournament, he
would naturally feel somewhat timid at times, especially
when opposed to such masters as Blackburne, Burn, Gunsberg,
and Zukertort ; when this wears off, however, we have no
doubt that he will do himself full justice. @~He has the
making of a good player in him, and we are of opinion that
in any future contest, he will be ‘seen to better advantage.
He opened his score badly, for he lost successively to Burn,
Blackburne, and Pollock, but in fairness we must state that
when he played these opponents, he was suffering from
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severe cold in the head. He scored his first victory by
defeating Guest, inflicting by the way too, the first defeat on
that player. The opening was a Ruy Lopez, and Lee early
won a Pawn. Guest struggled to regain this loss, and
eventually succeeded in doing so, but at the expense of an
inferior position, and Lee playing in the steady tenacious
style which characterises him, won. It was in his game
with Zukertort, however, that he showed what dangerous
stuff he is made of as a tournament player. He adopted .a
French defence, and played it in a very close form, and was
evidently bent on waiting for Zukertort to initiate the
attack. His tactics so far hardly served his purpose, for
Zukertort got some advantage of position, and on the 16th
move, Lee sacrificed the exchange to free his game and assist
his development. This sacrifice may not have been quite
sound in theory, but it was worth trying in actual play wth
time limit considerations, and it is certain from this pon t
his game steadily improved, until on the 23rd move, he
actually had a forced win in hand, as shewn on annexed
diagram.
BLACK (LEE.)
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WHITE (ZUKERTORT) to play.

Zukertort here played 23 Q to B3 and gave Lee his chance
by 23..., R to Q 6, for if 24 Q moves, then 24..., Q takes P ch
and mates next move, and if 24 Q takes R, then 24...
takes Q; 25 B takes Kt, Q to B 6 ch, winning the B and the
game. Lee, however, mlssed the pomt and played 23...
to K 7,and a long fight ensued, wherein Lee played w1th
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remarkable precision. At adjournment time he looked to
have some advantage, but Zukertort calling him back to the
board, rapidly exchanged pieces, and a draw was decided on
there and then. His next game, that against Bird, was also
a good specimen of his play, cool and steady. The game was
opened very irregularly, but the veteran could make no
impression upon his youthful antagonist, and it was drawn
after a long fight. He adopted a French defence against
Mortimer, and the latter playing in very good form, seemed
to get sufficient advantage to draw at the least, but trying to
win he overshot the mark and Lee secured the game. Lee
played a Ruy Lopez against Mason, and the game was drawn
after a stubborn fight.

The most disappointing score in the whole Tournament
was that of BIRD'S. The veteran’s play in almost every
game was of a very high order, and indeed some of the very
best games played were those at his board, but unfortunately
his score is no index to his play, for in some cases after
obtaining a winning position by excellent play, he threw all
away by a fearful blunder at the end, whilst in other cases,
players who had hardly done themselves justice against other
players, seemed to play their level best against the old man.
Gunsberg’s was a case in point of the former class, whilst
Blackburne, Lee, and Pollock come under the second. “Ah!”
said Bird, in the hearing of the writer of this report, ¢ these
young dogs”’—alluding to Lee and Pollock—* played P and
move stronger against me than they did against any one else
in the Tournament!” And indeed there is much truth in
this, as can be seen by anyone going carefully over the
games. His game against Mortimer was spirited and clever.
He opened with his favourite ‘“Close Bishop’s Gambit.”
(1PtoK4,PtoK4; 2Pto KB4, Ptakes P; 3Bto K2)
He regained the Gambit Pawn and eventually had two Pawns
ahead in the centre and won. His game with Blackburne was
a masterpiece of fine, solid, steady play, wherein Bird showed
that the old force of thirty-five years ago was not altogethcr
expended, and it certainly taxed Blackburne’s utmost efforts
to avert defeat. Such a game requires to be gone over move
for move almost, before its beauties can be appreciated, for
whilst it contains no special brilliant sacrifice or complicated
combination, every move seemed to follow as the logical
sequence of that which had preceded it. We give a diagram
of the position at the 42nd move :—
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BLACK (BIRD) to play
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WHITE (BLACKBURNE).

Bird now played 42..., K to Kt 4, and though he was
ultimately left with the two Pawns on the K’s side, against
Blackburne’s Q R P, he could do no more than draw.

GUEST opened his score well, for he had three victories
in the first three rounds, but here the tide turned, for the
next six rounds yielded him nothing. Fortune favoured
him in his game with Bird, for the latter could at one time
have forced a draw by perpetual check. The opening was a
Q@iuoco Piano, and Guest won a Pawn on the 29th move, and
shortly after, Bird sacrificed a second one for a counter-
attack. We give a diagram of the position on the 40th move:—

BLACK (BIRD) to play.
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Here he had a perpetual check by 41..., R to Kt 8 ch, &e.
Overestimating his attack, however, he now played 41...,
R to Q B 8, to which Guest replied by 42 R to Q B 7 (still
leaving the perpetual), and Bird captured the Q B P with his R,
whereupon Guest played 43 R (B 2) to K B 7, and after a long
struggle won. Pollock offered an Evan’s, which Guest
accepted, and after some interesting play the latter won.
Guest played a Giuoco Piano against Mortimer, and the latter
gave up his Q for two Rs, but unfortunately for him Guest’s
Q was able to get right into his game and sweep off his Ps,
whereby Guest won. This concluded Guest's list of wins,
and his score was 3 out of a possible 9, a result not to be
wondered at when the circumstances under which he joined
the Master Tournament is kept in mind.

MASON was sadly out of form, especially in the early
part of the Tournament, and his position on the present
occasion forms no index whatever to his true strength when
in full play. Bird defended a Ruy Lopez against him, with
his favourite 3..., Kt to Q 5, following this up by speedily
advancing both his R’s Pawns, and, after a difficult end
game, a draw resulted. Mason played a Philidor against
Mortimer, and by skilful manceuvring, managed to
weaken both flanks of Mortimer’s game, and ultimately
won by the sacrifice of a R. His game with Guest, although
set down for the fifth round, was not played until Friday,
16th December, and was the very last game of the Tourna-
ment to be finished. Guest played a Giuoco Piano, which
Mason defended in good style right through. On the 35th
move, the position of the game was as here given :—

BLACK (MASON) to play.

L
af FBl

WHITE (GUEST).
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Mason now played 35..., R takes P; and the game went on
36 Rtakes R, RtoQ8ch; 37T KtoR2, BtoKt8ch; 38K
to

R3,BtoB7; 30 Kto R 2, Btakes R ch; 40 K takes B,
R takes Kt, and Mason won.

As to MORTIMER, there is little to be said, he played all
through with too great impetuosity, and several times when
he had a draw in hand, he flung it away in order to force a
win that never came.

We annex final score in the Masters’ Tournament :—

]
boﬁﬁ [
hgo [-*
NAMES, Eéﬁfg'g 'Ugg.g TOTAL
gg =°§°$o
mSmE@Smézz
A. Bumm ......... — 1{ 1) Of 1) 1{ 1] 1{ 1| 1| 8] Tie for 1st
I. Gunsberg...... O0— 1{ 1/ 1) 1} 1{ 1| 1} 1| 8 { and 2nd Prize
J.H. Blackburne| 0| 0— 1| 1| 1| 4 1| 1| 1| 64 3rd Prize
J. H. Zukertort | 1) O O:—| 4| 4{ 1| 1| 1| 1| 6 Fourth Prize
W.H.K.Pollock| 0 0| O ¥— 1/ 4/ O 1| 1| 4
F. Lee ............ 0 O Of 4 O)—| & 1) & 1! 3%
H. E. Bird ...... 003 ‘}3—0 1 3
A. Guest ......... 000 0{0 10 11— 0 1 3
Jas. Mason ...... 000000 & 41— 13
Jas. Mortimer...| 0] 0| 0| 0] 0| 0{ 0] 0 0|—] O

In playing off the tie-match between Burn and Gunsberg,
the final score was :—Burn, 1; Gunsberg, 1; drawn 3, and
the prizes were divided. The following are the prize
winners :(— :

A. Burn and 1. Gunsberg, divided first and second
prizes, £25 each.

J. H. Blackburne, third prize, £10.

J. H. Zukertort, fourth prize, £5.

In the Amateur Championship Tournament there were
16 players, and these were divided into two sections of 8
each ; in section “B” however, only 6 players actually took
ﬁn in the contest, Mr. Guest having entered himself in the

aster Tournament, and Mr. Salomon not presenting
himself for play. In the end in Section “A” Mr. Locock is
first, whilst Messrs, Cathcart and Mills tie for second place
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and will have to play off to decide second place. In section
“B,” Mr. F. Anger is first with 44 out of a possible 5, and
Mr. G. E. Wainwright 4 out of 5. The Committee decided
that the two top names of each section should play off a
pool of 4 between themselves to decide the ultimate result,
" and the winner of this pool will hold the Challenge Cup for
the ensuing year, and this contest is not yet decided. Mr.
W. M. Gattie, the late holder of the Cup, did not enter in
this year’s contest, and we thoroughly admit the soundness
of his reasons for not playing. He says in effect that having
won the Championship, it is a monstrous requirement that
to hold it, it should be “necessary to enter year after year into
competition with every amateur who may present himself,
and he goes on to say that he does not know of any other
popular game or sport in which a man, when once
established as champion, is called npon to do more than
defend hislaurels againsta single challenger of acknowledged
repute.” This is exceedingly well put, and as some—though
not many—Chess-players have had somewhat hazy notions
of how a Championship in Chess can be gained and retained,
we are glad that Mr. Gattie has made the sensible stand he
has done.

In the Tennyson and Ruskin Tournaments, the entries
were fairly numerous, but play forecasted so irregularly, that
it is impossible to follow it, and up to this we have not heard
the final result in either case.

The Annual Banquet was held on S8aturday, 3rd December,
in the British Chess Club, and we understand that Mr. Geo.
Newnes, M.P., occupied the chair, and that there was a good
attendance of members of the Association.

LITERARY NOTICE.

We are glad to notice that Chess literature, which of late
has shown a disposition to favour problems, is in no danger
of failing us on the wider and perhaps more difficult subject
of openings. Mr. Lipschiitz, of New York, is at work upon
a new edition of Wormald’s ¢ Chess Openings,” and on such
a good foundation, we may look to his well known ability to
build a valuable text book. Another work however, which
we are informed is now in the press, bids fair to give English
students the advantage of having at command a better and
more exhaustive treatise on the openings than any yet pub-
lished. We are promised a volume which, while being as
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complete as the “ Handbuch,” shall be as handy as the
“Synopsis,” and which, in being illustrated with diagrams,
will have a paramount advantage over both these well known
works. That this promise will be fulfilled the authors’ names .
alone are ample warrant. Messrs. Fraser, Ranken, and Wayte
are too well known as analysts for there to be any misgivings
on this point. Mr. Freeborough has undertaken the editing
and arrangement of the work, and the price, which we believe
will be raised after publication, is 6/- post free. Interleaved
copies (a very good idea), may be had for 1/6 more,

REVIEW.

Il quinto torneo scacchistico nazionale Roma, 1886—by
C. Salvioli (Venice :-—Ferrari).—A report which does credit,
not only to its world-celebrated author, but to everyone con-
cerned in its production. Mr. Salvioli has taken no narrow
view of his duty as chronicler; his preface, and Mr.
Guasco's able chronological article, are both splendid tributes
to Italian Chess ; they make certain, what few, indeed, have
doubted that there are students in Italy to-day, fit pupils of
their greatest masters, and in whose hands are safe the
reputation and traditions of the most brilliant school in the
world. These two first articles are ample justification (for
the * Future hopes,”” Mr. Salvioli next tells us he has)
of Chess in Italy, and of a true Italian Chess Association.
His ‘“hoc est in votis,” indeed, seems in fair way to be
accomplished. For the very complete description of the
Congress, Mr. Bernieri is to be credited ; it will be remem-
bered that there were eight competitors in the Masters’
Tourney, and that the first prize was won by Mr. Cantoni.
The games, of which the scores are given of 27 out of the 42
played, are all most carefully annotated by Mr. Salvioli, and
of themselves, constitute a most valuable treatise. In an
appendix, hardly less interesting than the main body of his
work, the editor gives some of the best examples of play in
the chief European tourneys of the year 1886. These all
happen to have been Bri<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>